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The Prisoner 


By Annie Steger Winston 


EYOND the prison walls of Self 
Lies Life, for aye to me denied 
Till I shall turn the grudging key, 
And throw the jealous portals wide. 


What breaths divine of outer air 
I hreathe, pressed close against my bars! 
How I could live, might I fare forth 
Beneath the eternal sun and stars! 


Oh, mighty universe of God—- 

And I shut in to gasp and pine! 
O starveling soul, and all around 

A boundless life which should be thine ! 
RICHMOND, VA. 








The attention of parents and teachers is called to the 
important announcement. ‘*What School for My Son or 
Daughter ?” in the department *‘ Workers’ Questions An- 
swered,’’ om page 32. 
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Better than a Likeness of Jesus 

God’s wisdom is seen in the failure of history to 
preserve any likeness of Jesus Christ. Men have often 
longed for a true portrait or image of the Saviour, 
and have been sure that they would prize such a repre- 
sentation among their dearest possessions. ‘‘I ama 
poor man,’’ Carlyle is reported to have said in a con- 
versation with Holman Hunt, ‘‘ but I can say in serious 
truth, that I would give one-third of what I possess for 
a veritable contemporaneous representation of Jesus 
Christ.’’ To satisfy this longing of their hearts, men 
have painted pictures from their imaginations, working 
on the traditional portraits, or on the material of the 
Gospels, and they have made also images of Jesus. But 
of what avail are these? Do they make men better, or 
kinder, or truer? We cannot help picturing, our Lord 
to our hearts, but the real question is, Is He in our 
hearts? Is his life in our life? That the vital im- 
dwelling of the Saviour is the fundamental and es- 
sential thing, is made clearer to us and kept-clearer by 
the lack of any external image, just’as our tiost living 
recollections of our loved ones are the recollections 
which, being independent of any symbol or portrait, 


are all from and within the soul. . God knows that we 
are helped and not hindered through having no picture 
or statue to interfere with the supremacy of the unseen 
Saviour in our hearts. We see more of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ than we should see if 
we had a painting of that face. 


XK 
Getting Together 


Oneness in Christian service can exist if Chris- 
tian workers will have it so. Where unity of action 
is needed to carry on a work, no one who has any 
part in that work can rightly insist that every one as- 
sociated with him shall do in detail just as he would 
prefer. Wisdom will not die with any one man. 
But oneness can die if any one man in a group of 
workers counts his own wisdom as final. That get- 
ting together for action is possible, after frank discus- 
sion and with an eye to convergence, when at the 
start opinions differ radically, is finely illustrated in 
the Boston conference of Sunday-school lesson leaders 
described on page 28 in this issue, and again in the 
Philadelphia conference of teacher-training leaders, 
January 7 and:8, an account of which will appear in 
the next issue. From widely differing viewpoints 
the workers in both these conferences found common 
ground, ‘‘ That they all may be one”’ is not the 
futile prayer that the pessimist would have the world 


believe it is. 
<< 
Maturing Our Work 


Work that lacks ripeness seldom amounts to 
much, and ripeness that endures never comes hastily. 
Therefore if we would have our work characterized by 
the ripeness or maturity that denotes accumulated 
power, we must make a beginning in such work be- 


fore the hour of completion is at hand. The man 
whose, rule is never to do to-day what he can put off 
until to-morrow is not likely to show the power of 
matured work. The man who at least makes a be- 
ginning on a piece of work well in advance has the 
opportunity of seeing deeper and deeper into it, and 
thereby gains a beneath-the-surface view that is worth 
all it costs. One who has been assigned, for example, 
to lead a devotional service, no matter how simple and 
brief that service is to be, has no right to leave his 
selection of Bible passage and theme and prayer until 
an hour beforehand, and then expect to be the 
channei of spiritual power, God cannot produce his 
best results through those who seek his help chiefly 
in emergency calls, 
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Where Success Is Taught 

Most men are eager to learn the secret of a 
great man’s achievements. Newspaper reporters and 
magazine writers interview the day's celebrity, that 
readers may be informed what new formula for suc- 
cess he is able to give. A busy editor and author 
who does the work .of two or three men, when asked 
how he accomplishes so much, said: ‘I do not 
worry, and I never lose a minute.’’ One who heard 
the simple words thought that here, at last, was the 
new formula for which men have been seeking. But as 
he reflected he realized that there was, after all, nothing 
new in it, The message was spoken, some nineteen 
hundred years ago, by two humble disciples of Christ 
who urged their followers that, ‘‘ casting all their care 
on Him,’’ they should be ‘‘not slothful in business, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.'’ There is no new 
formula for success. The ‘‘success-secrets’’ were 
every one stated for all time by the men to whom 
God gave his message to the world. And that man 
who patterns his life according to God's teachings in 
his Word is most certain of achieving real success. 
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Running Past the Signals 


pe VERY railroad attempts, by a signal system, to 
guard against accident. But no system of signals 
can wholly prevent accidents. The man who is 
supposed to obey the signals can make any such sys- 
tem worthless by simple disobedience, either wilful or 
careless. The railroad’s problem is not merely to 
install a good system of signals, but to get and to 
school men who will not act as if they were superior 
to the system. 

Trainmen of a certain type, under some circum- 
stances, disregard signals, assuming that the red will 
change to green or white just after they have passed it, 
and thus assuming that they may safely take the risk of 
running by. And every time a trainman does this 
without accident, he lessens his value to the road, and 
becomes more and more a dangerous character. The 
more his experience proves that he can run past the 
signals safely,-the more vicious is his conception of 
duty. 

Running past the signals is one of life’s most treach- 
erous temptations. . God has set whole signal systems 
in working order for. men, and. because of a certain 
cock-sure knowledge of the way, or an insane readi- 
ness to take the chances, men do as they please, ignore 


timely lights,.and go on into darkness of curve and 


cut and forest, —taking the chances of getting through 
“without a collision. 

. A confessed -thief tells of his first lapse through 
pocketing a ten-cent piece which he found under the 
cash-drawer. After that he never could be alone 
near that drawer without thinking of the money he 
had found near it. He wondered when more would 
drop out. That led to the prying open of a small 
crack in the drawer, to the making of a false key, to a 


’ 


systematic robbing of the drawer day by day, until 
the boy was clear beyond any signal system whatever, 
and had become a thorough- going, ‘‘ successful ’’ 
thief. There was a time when that drawer and even 
the floor near it was a red light. It ought to have 
halted that boy on his course, but it did not, because 
he would not have it so; and the causes for the 
smash-up which came later began to accumulate. 

A man knows that needless overwork is relaxing to 
his moral fiber. He knows that if he so overworks, 
he puts himself directly in the way of mental and 
physical temptations that are peculiarly hard to over- 
come, and that tend, by their sever’ty alone, to 
weaken him yet more for the work he ‘s called to do. 
Yet he wili deliberately overwork in his struggle for 
money, for power, or even for the imost he can man- 
age to do in Christian service, wten across his track 
God has hung the glare of red lights innumerable, 
danger signals in brain and body, against his head- 
long dash into disastrous overwork. He thinks that 
the lights will change, are not really there, are green 
or white or any color but the warning, shouting red ; 
and that this time, for the sake of the thing at the end 
of the run, he will take the chances. Afterward, 
when his folly has been made plain by derailment of 
his moral nature, he wonders why he had not realized 
that he was playing the fool. The signals were there. 
The man chose to run past them. 

A boy whose ‘mother was wise had a passion for 
theater-going. One night, he knew. not by whose 
planning, he was invited’ behind the scenes. There 
he witnessed the raw and shabby side, the mechan- 
ism, and tinsel of it, and he saw the hero of the heroic 
play stride off the stage through the wings with a 
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half-smothered oath, almost knocking down a humble 
scrub-woman who stood in his lordly way. That 
visit was wisely planned by a wise mother, and to- 
day, after the lapse of years, that boy remembers the 
low mental and spiritual tone that the theater had 
begun to create in him,—remembers the shame of it 
in that glimpse behind the scenes, and finds to-day, 
in flaring billboards and open theater-doors, a signal 
set squarely against a smash-up for him in that direc- 
tion. Would he not indeed be a fool if, recalling the 
debasing effect of the modern theater on his adoles- 
cent mind, he should run’past the signals to-day, and 
take the chances of coming off without damage? Yet, 
because temptation is’ testing, he does not count the 
danger past, or the risk of yielding gone. But if he 
ever does ignore the signals, who is to blame? 

A business man finds that by a very slight devia- 
tion from some of the straight lines his father gave 
. him as his best heritage, he can make a good round 
sum. His family is large and expensive. It costs 
more to live than it did in the days of his father. 
Competition is different, more rough-and-tumble than 
it used to be, and a man mustn't be too particular if 
he wants to win. Thus the time-worn, so-called 
‘«business’’ reasons, well groomed for the occasion, 
present themselves suavely. They overcome the 
straight-line plan of a father who was rather old-fash- 
ioned, and the deviation is made. The money is 
made, too, even more, perhaps, than was expected. 
And the pity of it is, that the man himself doesn’t 
know that there has been a bad smash-up in him! 
It may take him years to straighten out again. He 
may never do it, but find more reasons for deviations, 
and debate them less. He chose to run the risks; 
and in that very choice was a risk which was not a 
risk, but a gure calamity in itself—the choosing to ig- 
nore the warnings and to go ahead in spite of them. 

Just here is the real fatality in running past the sig- 
nals. Thesmash-up comes in the man himself when 
he will not heed the divine warnings. He thinks he 
escapes when there is no outward wreck, no scandal, 
no bitter social retribution. He imagines that some- 
how the thing he feared as a possibility ought not to 
have been feared at all. But a worse calamity has 
already fallen upon him,—the sense of safety in ig- 
noring God's signal system. 

We have small claim to mercy when we are in the 
grip of the consequence of our wild wilfulness in all 
this. No man is so forgetful or so dull as to lack a 
knowledge of the danger-signals. Every man knows 
the kind of books that befoul his brain ; the kind of 
companions that destroy his highest ideals by rank 
cynicism and criticism of everything under the sun ; 
knows that luxuries or indulgences set him back hours 
and days in his honest fight for efficiency ; knows 
what peculiar obsession of heart makes him say cruel 
things to his wife and children, and disappoint by 
neglect his dearest friends. We ought not to deceive 
ourselves with the thought that we really didn’t know 
what the danger was when we ran by the warning ; 
we did know, and the idle hope that we would escape 
again as we had seemed to escape before, was a harm- 
ful perversion of our moral sense, a wreck in itself. 

It was just after the last supper, and after the part- 
ing hymn had been sung that Jesus gave warning 
signals to his disciples, They were about to stumble. 
He told them so. And Peter, incredulous, roused to 
a high pitch of loyalty by the very suggestion of failure 
at that point, asserted that no matter what the‘others 
might do, Ae would not be caused to stumble in his 
allegiance. As for denial of Jesus, he would die first. 
And the others echoed his stout assertion. 

Then came Gethsemane, and the intimate walk 
with Jesus into the agony of that hour. But even the 
forewarned disciples were not keyed to full watchful- 
ness, for they fell asleep, with the sound of his 
‘* abide ye here, and wa¢ch with me’’ still sounding in 
their ears. And when Jesus, well-nigh broken- 
hearted, gave up all hope of any friendly companion- 
ship in his agony, they were quietly told to sleep on. 
That special crisis had passed, and they had lost their 
opportunity. 

The Master was alone after that. Peter’s excite- 
ment and hasty zeal gave Jesus no sense of companion- 
ship. With the fleeing disciples, and the gathered 
mob, he was more alone than at any time in his min- 
istry. His chosen friends were doing exactly what 
they had vowed they could never do ; and Peter, the 
loudest of all, the most definitely warned of all, 
soon did exactly what he had vowed not even 
death could force him to do. What did he read 
in that look of Jesus? His weeping was natural, 
but no flood of tears could wash away the misery of 
the moment when, in spite of full warning, he had de- 
cided to follow afar off, instead of side by side with Jesus. 
He may have reasoned, then, that of course he wouldn't 
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really deny Jesus when it came.to that ; he wouldn't go 
so far as actually to repudiate him, but it wouldn't 
do to stay too near just now. Thus the bitter and very 
huthan story tumbles down to its low level of flounder- 
ing failure, from the heights of a loyalty which, though 
forewarned, was derailed at the start by self-assertive 
assurance. 


‘* I think that look of Christ might seem to say, 
‘Thou Peter! art thou then a common stone 
Which I at last must break my heart upon, 

For all God’s charge to his high angels may 
Guard my foot better? Did 1 yesterday 

Wash ¢Ay feet, my beloved, that they should run 
Quick to deny me ’neath the morning sun ? 

And do thy kisses, like the rest, betray ?’ ”’ 


Who of us is wholly free from the danger of run- 
ning past all warnings into a like disloyalty? What 
is the thing against which the Master has warned us 
this very moment? It is a fraction of a second too 
late to heed the warning when we have gone just be- 
yond it. 








Se ese 
RIANA NOREEN te want 


tters. 


WITNESS 











For Daily Bible Reading 


The fact that a desired department appears regu- 
larly, week after week, in a periodical, is no guarantee 
that the readers of that periodical will see it, —as many 
an editor before now has learned. Thus a Pennsyl- 
vania reader of the Times hopefully suggests the addi- 
tion of a new (!) and much-needed department : 

May I ask that the references for the daily readings on the 
Sundav-school lesson be printed in your paper somewhere ? 
Then if one has not a quarterly, he may use this paper. 

Daily readings on the Sunday-school lessons have 
appeared uninterruptedly in The Sunday School Times 
from 1872 until to-day ; and they are still here. 
They will be found at the bottom of the second col- 
umn of page 31 in this issue, in their customary 
position. Once in a great while the exigencies of 
make-up necessitate their appearance in some other 
part of the paper, but they are never omitted. They 
furnish an admirable opportunity of keeping in daily 
touch with the spirit and -teachings of the coming 
Sunday’s lesson, and the thousands who use them owe 
a great debt of gratitude to -the founder and present 
compiler of these International Bible Readings, Mr. 
Charles Waters, of London, England. 


a 


Meeting People on their Own Ground 

Many a brilliant scheme for the betterment of men 
has been a dismal failure because the leaders have at- 
tempted too much at the outset, or have arbitrarily de- 
cided to make a beginning at a point far beyond the 
present development of those whom it was hoped to 
benefit. The man who would be successful in deal- 
ing with his fellows soon finds that he must begin with 
them as they are, in order that he may lead them 
gradually to a higher standard of life. An earnest 
Sunday-school teacher in a factory town, eager to help 
the members of her class, mapped out for them a very 
strenuous progra:n. Disappointed in the results, she 
has written thus of her problem : 


I have become interested in a mission of my own church in 
a part of the town where the people do not know God, and do 
not seem to want to, but rather appear to pride themselves on 
ignorance and immorality. A year ago I gathered a class of 
ten girls from thirteen to seventeen years old. 

Last winter 1 had them at my home on Saturday evenings 
with some older boys and girls who were Christians. Although 
the attendance was small and irregular, they enjoyed it, and 
I thought I could detect in their faces a longing for something 
better in their lives. 

This season I determined to make the Saturday evening 
—. systematic, and form aclub. ‘The girls seemed to 
ike the plan. After the summer vacation, I sent out cards of 
invitation to the first meeting. I also asked a few steadier 
girls. Eight or nine promised to come. ‘But the first night 
no one came but two of the outside girls, The knowledge 
that the outsiders were to be present may have kept a few 
away, but, confessed!y, their fun is to be on the streets at 
night with the ‘‘ fellers.’’ 

I had planned a three-hour evening for instruction in 
studies, sewing, and singing,—the singing to be, ultimately, a 
choir rehearsal,— and a social, with refreshments, once a 
month. I know they would have enjoyed it, if they had only 
started in. 

I realize that I have not taken hold iu the right way. 
I change the plan to embrace only entertainments ? 


Shall 


Is it strange that the girls were afraid of the club? 
Would not three hours of solid work seem—certainly at 
first—an unattractive substitute for the gay evenings 
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on the street? Yet the teacher should not be dis- 
couraged. As she herself suggests, it would probably 
be better to modify her plans. 

It may be wise to say nothing more about the 
club, for the present. The girls might be invited to 
the home of the teacher, perhaps for an evening candy- 
pull. In addition to the main feature of the evening’ s 
fun, there might be a little popular music. Perhaps 
one of the Christian girls might assist the hostess, and 
very informally give a jolly reading or a catchy 
song. Let there be no formal program, however ; 
everything should seem to ‘‘just happen.’’ The 
guests should go home when they are having so much 
fun they would like to stay an hour longer. Perhaps 
when leaving they would expect some word about 
another evening. It might be as well to surprise them 
by saying nothing. 

Then, on Sunday, let the teacher be ready, per- 
haps, with inexpensive monogram pins, inscribed with 
the letters ‘A. G. T."’ (a. good time). Let word be 
passed around that these are for the girls, if they wish 
to have more good times during the winter. 

The idea of keeping the girls three hours should 
be abandoned. And, for a while, nothing need be 
said about sewing, studies, or singing lessons. There 
will be plenty of time to introduce these features. 
Just at first it will be enough of a gain to have the girls 
off the streets, in refined surroundings. Let advance 
be made gradually. But the day will surely come 
when Bible study, as well as sewing, may become a 
part of the anticipated pleasure of these good-time 
evenings. For the girls, taken just as they were, will 
have been led on by easy stages to the higher plane 
of life to which their teacher longed to direct them. 


x 
Pastoral Opposition to Church-Barter 


When the ministers of Christendom present a 
solid front of uncompromising hostility to the church- 
fair evil, there will be a speedy death to this method 
of lowering morals by raising money. And more and 
more the spiritual heads of the churches are coming 
to this high ground, Last year a young minister who 
knew that a certain very desirable congregation was 
unanimous in wishing to have him in charge, and who 
himself would gladly have had the opportunity of 
serving them, finally declined to accept the inviting 
opportunity, and wrote in explanation to a friend : 


The reason was simply this. I found, after two visits to the 
place, that there was a division in the congregation along lines 
that would practically have forced me to take sides. They 
were unanimous in wishing me to take charge; but I sifted 
the matter to the foundation, and found a large element de- 
termined to run the church on the entertainment line, pink 
teas, necktie and apron socials, and that a large amount of the 
money used in the work was to be raised that way. I explained 
that I was opposed to that first, last, and all the time. Most 
of them seemed willing to try my way, but two leading men 
seemed to stick, and one, I found, was ready to carry the fight 
into the congregation. Hence I declined. 


A congregation that has not enough confidence. in 
God and humanity to appeal to men for straight-out 
gifts to the Lord's work, is sorely in need of light ; 
and perhaps the light will finally break in after more 
such experiences as this. There is always more 
money raised, and more spiritual power received, in 
the church that has faith to ask for outright giving 
than in the church that resorts to the lukewarm, 
Laodicean method of money-raising known as the 
church-fair. The way that trusts God least always 
costs most ; but we are slow to learn this. 


‘te? 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR God and Father: grant us courage and fortitude 
amid the conflicts of life. So animate us with thyself 
that mere difficulty shall have no terrors for us. Keep 

us from weakly ory to the soothing seductions of repose. 
... Teach us to count hardship a tonic, and defeat a glad step 
toward victory. Make us good losers, patient in adversity, 
and buovantly confident of ‘final triumph. . . . Set us free, 
O God, from our slavery to times and seasons, days and vears. 
There is no time with thee, but only an eternal now: make us 
partners with thee, and paftakers, in this also. What matters 
to us to-day, or to-morrow, or next year, save as an opportunity 
to work for thee, and thus fight against wrong? We would fain 
have the coufage, the fortitude, the lofty serenity, that are 
born of faith, We would live for the future in the distance. 
We would see things as they are to be, and would wear now 
the glory that shall be. Make us thus rich in the power of the 
unseen and the eternal.... oars us from being seduced by 
the world to compromise for comfort's sake. Grant us the jov 
of conflict, though sharp and deadly... . So fill us with thy- 
self that our lives cannot help unconsciously irritating vice and 
subverting the false and stagnant order of things, and thus pro- 
voking a wholesome antagonism. We welcome the warfare 
initiated by the Master and carried on by the apostles, at cost 
of comfort, and even of life. Make us sharers in this, with no 


shirking even when the flesh shrinks, and with no dishonorable 
peace. 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 2 (John 3: 1-21) — 





John 3:16—What 
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It Meant to Me, 


and What It Means—By Edward E. Hale, Jr. 





EDITOR’S NOTE.—In the autumn of 1905, Dr. Edward Everett Hale, Jr., Professor of English in Union College, 


made public confession of his faith in Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour. 


His attendance upon a series of 


revival meetings conducted by the English evangelist, Dr. W. J. Dawson, in the State Street M. E. Church of 
Schenectady, New York, was the immediate occasion of his taking this step. The turning of a mature man 
to Christ is always of significant interest ; when the man is of a school of religion that, while noted for morality, 
culture, and high ideals, yet does not recognize the work of Christ as a present Saviour. his conversion—or, as 
Professor Hale well terms it, his acceptance of ‘‘ the call of Christ ’—is of profound and exceptional interest 


to all Christendom. 


In view of these circumstances, the Editor hag asked Professor Hale to tell the readers 


of The Sunday School Times what significance the Golden Text of the current Sunday-school lesson—the heart 
of the Gospel of Christ—had to one who held his former views, and what new significance it assumed after 


his surrender to Christ. 


“ For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 


ERHAPS, to be perfectly frank, I ought to begin 
by saying that in earlier days this particular 
passage never had any especial significance to 

me at all. This was chiefly because I read the Gos- 
pel of John very little, and that little without much 
pleasure or appreciation, except for one or two chap- 
ters. I thought of it as being a comparatively late 
production, and whether it were by John or another, 
one in which the ideas and opinions of the writer had 
had a great effect on what he wrote. To my mind— 
more or less historical, and intent on finding in the 
Gospels. material for realizing Jesus as aman and a 
teacher—there was not nearly so much of interest in 
John’s Gospel as in the wealth of detail to be found 
in Mark, Luke, or Matthew. I ought not to repre- 
sent this ‘as a deliberate comparison, a reasoned con- 
clusion.” “I always had read the’ Bible ‘or heard it 
réad, sometimes a‘great deal, sometinies-but:a little, 
but I nevef gave it thorough or even’ very careful 
sttidy, ‘anid:‘my ideas concerning it were (and, indeed, 
must be still) very often ‘the result of’ all sorts of 
thoughts and feelings, sometimes. themselves quite 
forgottem* Still, such as:the fact was,’ I mention it: 
this particular text, as -well as the chapter in which it 
occtirs; atid the whole Gospel of John, never were very 
interesting to me, never took much of my attention. 
To-day. the case is very different. And yet I ought 
not to represent the difference as the result of any 
argument or'train of reasoning. It happens that this 
particular text is painted on the wall of the mission- 
room in which for some time now I h&ve joined in 
the services and helped in the work. Standing, as it 
does, in the constant view of every one who sits on 
the benches, these wards become, in a way, typical 
of the whole Christian doctrine and way of life that 
in the mission services and daily work we offer and 
explain and recommend. Almost of necessity this 
particuiar text gains for itself, insensibly, a sért of 
pre-eminence ; one thinks of it, points to it, explains 
it, believes in it, even, more than many other passages 
which in themselves may offer more in some especial 
direction. Other passages, indeed, may be more im- 
portant, fundamentally or in other ways; this one 
presents an aspect of the gospel that appeals especially 
to the homeless, wandering men who so often read it, 
and naturally takes an important place in the hearts 
and minds of us who have so much to do with them. 

So in my-own thought on these words come mat- 

ters that are personal ; that would be without weight, 
perhaps, to another; that I myself, indeed, recognize 
as being in a measure accidental. And yet I believe 
that, however particular the facts in question may be, 
they have a certain general character that makes them 
worth noting, not for the sake of accuracy only, but 
because it serves to present clearly some important 
differences. 


A Gospel of Dark Sayings 

In earlier days the Gospel of John was without in- 
terest to me. That seems to me now very natural. 
There was comparatively little in it that to me bore 
the stamp of authenticity, for the characteristic events in 
the life of Jesus, and the accompanying teaching, found 
no particular answer in my own experience. I was 
just as much puzzled as Nicodemus at what was said 
of being born again. I had no particular sympathy 
with the unique confidence of the man born _blind 
who had received his sight. I saw very little mean- 
ing even in Jesus’ words of consolation to Martha 
when she grieved, though she knew her brother was 


Because of his readiness to serve his newly-found allegiance to the uttermost, 
Professor Hale has graciously responded to this request. 


to rise again at the last day. There is much in the 
Gospel so beautiful tnat it will reach all hearts; but a 
good deal of it will, I think, remain_a pretty dark say- 
ing to one who-has not tried the great experiment of 
trusting everything to Jesus as a living Saviour, with 
the expectation of gaining thereby the life that is in- 
dependent of the conditions of everyday existence, 
and of the death that must come to alli. 

So, if I paid little attention to this passage, or even 
to the whole Gospel, it was natural enough ; it was 
probably even inevitable. What should this particular 
text have meant to one whose definite belief was that 
Jesus was not the only begotten Son of God, but the 
greatest among many sons ;- who held that it was not 
by belief in Jesus that one should be saved, but rather 
by incorposating into ...e’s own life and character the 
principles of his teaching ; who did not readily con- 
ceive of any real perishing on the part of those who 
put their trust elsewhere than in him? One can see, 
I believe, that with such a one this text had no great 
weight, even though it were in the Gospel of John, but 
on the other hand that the Gospel lost something by 
having the text in it. 


The Elder Brother Becomes Saviour 
‘On the other hand, let it be the case that this pas- 
sage gains with a given person, say, especial impor- 


tance from its application to the conditions of mission. 


work in our.cities. This, too, is not accidental, but 
really very characteristic. The text is a fine text for 
its place ; but the place it holds is a pretty typical 
one, and the reason that it is good where it is, is rea- 
son enough for its being good in other very different 
places. For suppose we do-not think of it as authori- 
tative, but simply as declarative : not as a truth that 
is true because it.is expressed -where it is expressed, 
but a truth that is so to us because it expresses so 
much that we know. Then we see that these few 
words say to us that God is not merely a lawgiver, but 
a Father ; that Jesus is not merely an elder brother, but 
a divine Saviour ; that the salvation he offers is open 
to any one that will avail himself of it; that those who 
will not take it are turning away from the only pos- 
sibility of true life ; that those who come to him are 
thereby beginning upon a life that is independent of 
the conditions of time or place in this world or any 
other. All these things, doubtless, are things that 
one wants to impress on a set of homeless men, hard 
up or ‘*down and out,’’ who come to a mission meet- 
ing largely because it is a good warm place on a cold 
night, and who yet have some pretty definite idea 
that there is a God, that they have souls, and that 
somehow or other they will have to make answer to 
him for their life here. But these things are only 
good to impress upon such men because these things 
are also impressed on all who accept Christ as their 
Saviour. They are put on the wall of a mission room 
only because written in the hearts of all Christians. 

It is now somewhat more than two years since I was 
called to acknowledge Jesus Christ as a living Sav- 
iour. It was at a revival meeting that I did so, and at 
the end of that meeting the general advice was given to 
those who had just made decisions, to read the Gos- 
pel of John. I remember at the time thinking the ad- 
vice was by no means wise or to the point. One will 
easily see the cause of that idea : the Gospel of John 
had always seemed to me impractical, mystical, phil- 
osophical, by no means such as to be read by any one 
who did not have already a pretty well grounded faith, 
and a fairly well developed idea of the essentials of 
Christian doctrine and life. I did not at that moment 
appreciate the new spirit with which one would read 
who had just seen reason to believe that Jesus was the 
Son of God, and who had in that belief found himself 
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at the beginning of a new life. I did not understand 
that though the book was written to induce belief, it 
yet had infinitely more meaning to one who already 
did believe. 

At any rate, I did not read it with especial care for 
sometime. I did read the Bible with a great and new 
interest : indeed, for a great while I could not be in- 
terested in anything else, and even now I find no book 
to compare in interest with it, or with something that ex- 
plains or illustrates it. Still for various reasons, either 
because there was so much else to read, or because 
there was.so much else to do, I did not read the Gos- 
pel of John with care for some time. 

When I did so, I was surprised to see what a sim- 
ple, practical, everyday book it was,—how entirely 
different from my earlier conceptions. Matters 
which had seemed inexplicable, figurative, exag- 
gerated, or without clear or definite meaning, were, I 
found, statements of matters of experience that I knew 
about. Incidents in the lives cf those who had come 
in contact with Jesus in the flesh appeared at once 
to be, in essentials at least, prototypes of incidents in 
the lives of those who meet and know him to-day 
in the spirit only. I think Luke 7 : 36-50 was the 
first Gospel story that impressed me most forcibly in 
this way, but among the first was the utterance of the 
blind man in John 9:25. This experiential charac- 
ter, as it may be called, gave a realizing understand- 
ing, not only to the rest of the Bible, but particularly, 
perhaps, to the Gospel of John, and not only to event 
or incident, but to much else, as, for example, this 
Golden Text. 

Thus the thought of God as a God of love : I must 
confess that, in spite of the importance of this element 
in my father’s preaching, it was never a realized element 
in my own belief. In fact, to-day, I do not see how God 
is readily thought of as a God of love, save as he is re- 
vealed to us as such by Jesus. A God of law he was 
to me, but his law was something external, something 
to a great degree arbitrary, something in fact that I 
did not like. John in his epistle says that we love 
God, because he first loved us.. Others may see in 
the order.of the universe and of human life sufficient 
evidence of the love of God for humanity. I do not 
mean that it is not there ; but I did not see it till I 
saw the love of God revealed to us in the life and the 
death and the life everlasting of Jesus. That was a 
light’ by which I could see what had been there be- 
fore, but unseen. 

So with the rest—it would take too long to com- 
ment on the whole text—that Jesus is his only begot- 
tén Son ; that anybody may come to him ; that if one 
does come, one has life everlasting ; that if one does 
not, one has not that life. All these things mean 
something to me now, because they are a part of my 
own experience ; because they have become, not an- 
nouncements of external truth, but expressions of what 
is the natural order of my existence. 


A Golden Text for Every Day 

Jesus said that no one comes to the Father but by 
him, that he is the way. It is certainlyso: but Jesus 
offers himself to the world to-day in many different 
forms, he reaches out to people in all sorts of places, 
and touches them in all sorts of ways. If I can think 
of any one utterance that stood more than another as 
the means of the revelation of himself that he made 
to me, it would be the words he spoke when Philip 
and Andrew told him of the Greeks who wished to see 
him (John 12 : 24-26). But this detail in my own ex- 
perience is a matter of circumstance, of time and place. 
Other people would perhaps see nothing more in those 
words than in a hundred other speeches of his ; one 
will find a revelation in John 3 : 14, 15, another in 
John 11; 26, another in John 17 : 3, and others in 
thousands of other ways, But, however different the 
form of the beginning, the end is the same. So to 
those who have had the revelation, the Golden Text 
of this Sunday must be a Golden Text for every day, 
because it contains in a few. words so much of personal 
experience and of life-saving truth. 

Union CoLieGeE, SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 


Suppose we do hear and make the great decision. 
then? The Call of Christ is not only to forgiveness but to 
love. Sin is the predominance of self, and if sin is for- 
given what then? Certainly not that self may sit hugging 
itself in solitary joy. ... There is no single person in this 


What 


_church who cannot say a word definitely in the cause of 


Christ. Say it. If you have thought it right for me to 
speak as I have, of-things that men hold most personal, 
most reserved, most sacred, then you must yourselves, 


whenever you feel a word in your heart, say it to another, 
in the service of our Master, and for the help, if but for 
one, of those for whom he died.—/rom a New-year's 


watch-night address by Professor Hale, in 1905, published 
in The Epworth Herald. 
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The Boston Conference on the Lesson System. 
By Philip E. Howard, Secretary of the Conference 





A CONSERVATIVE.—‘'!I stand here in Boston and as- 
sert with the utmost honesty and conviction that the 
present system satisfies the demands of reasonable 
pedagogy. ... This system the people are using now, 
and they are demanding it. 
it is satisfactory ’ 


They understand it, and | 





A RADICAL—‘: We have started on a road on which 
logically we must not turn back....1I had expressed 
the hope that we might go to Louisville with a recom- 
mendation, and that in the end they should authorize 
and direct the Lesson Committee to go forward in the 
preparation of the graded course of lessons.” 


How They Came Together in the Resolutions 


1. ‘That the system of a general lesson for the whole school, which has been in successful use for 

thirty-five years, is still the most practicable and effective system for the maiority of the Sunday- 

schools of North America. Because of its past accomplishments, its present usefulness, and its future 
possibilities, we recommend its continuance and its fullest development. 


2. That the need for a graded system of lessons is expressed by so many Sunday-schools and workers, 

that it should be adequately met by the International Sunday School Association, and that the Lesson 

Committee should be instructed by the next International Convention to continue the preparation of a 
thoroughly graded course covering the entire range of the Sunday-school. 


ONEST fervor in Christian effort is at once the 
cause and the cure of differences in opinion 
and action, If it were not for a deep-rooted 

purpose to be at one, intensity of conviction on ques- 
tions of belief.and practise would divide men sharply 
and beyond recall ; but desiring to be at one, thinkers 
and workers in a common cause desire to be God-led, 
and therefore they are able to find common ground for 
united action, 

The discussion on the International Lesson System 
has centered mainly on the question of: one lesson 
selection for all, or separate lesson material for each 
age-limit grade in the Sunday-school, by whatever 
name the grade might be called. 

It is true that the International Lesson Committee, 
American Section, had been authorized by the Inter- 
national Convention to issue courses for children 
who are. beginners in Bible study, and for the ad- 
vanced students in the Sunday-school, and did s0, in 
consultation and collaboration with other experts ; but 


none of the half-dozen such courses has been, widely-.. 


used, This was the condition at the close of 1907. 

Meanwhile, a conference of Sunday-school. leaders 
had been arranged by Mr, W..N. Hartshorn, Chair- 
man of the International Executive Committee, to 
meet in his Boston home, January 2 and 3, as the 
guests of Mrs, Hartshorn and himself, to go over in 
detail the status of the lesson problem, in order that, 
if possible, some common ground might be found for 
action to be recommended to the International Con- 
vention that is to be held in Louisville, June 18-23, 
1908. That conference brought together from widely 
separated localities, for a two-days’-session, members 
of the Lesson Committee, of the International Execu- 
tive Committee, of the Sunday School Editorial Asso- 
ciation, field workers, and biblical and child study 
experts, nearly fifty in all, 

As a means of getting to a common ground, the work 
and place of the Lesson Committee, of the Editorial 
Association, and the conditions in the general field, 
were brought to the attention of the conference. Dr. 
Schauffler spoke of the problems confronting the Les- 
son Committee ; the comparatively simple character 
of their earlier work in the choice of a uniform lesson 
to cover the Bible in six years; of tliree successive 
attempts to prepare a satisfactory Beginners’ Course, 
with the co-operation of representative primary work- 
ers ; of the three successive advanced courses, pre- 
pared by the Committee, or again by a sub-committee 
of the Editorial Association, and yet again by the 
Committee in co-operation with the Editorial Associa- 
tion ; and he mentioned the action taken by the Les- 
son Committee in Boston, last April, in deciding to 
recommend that the Committee be authorized to pre- 
pare a course for beginners from three to six. years 
of age, a primary course from six to nine, a gen- 
eral course from nine to fifteen, and an advanced 
course, 

The Rev. Dr. I. J. Van Ness, of Nashville, Editorial 
Secretary of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
set forth the attitude of the Editorial Association, by 
assuring the conference ot a desire to co-operate in 
every feasible way, of a readiness to meet the needs 
of the hour, and of the Association’s unanimity of 


action in all its recommendations. 

In order that the conference might have a clear un- 
derstanding of the present work of the Lesson Com- 
mittee and of its own attitude toward the graded 
lesson-problem, Professor Ira M. Price, a member of 


the Committee, and Professor of Semitic Languages 
and Literatures in the University of Chicago, read a 
detailed and most illuminating paper. The Commit- 
tee endeavors to do its work faithfully within the 
limitations imposed by the International Convention ; 
to plan lessons that will best lead pupils to Christ, 
and build them up in Christian character ; to recog- 
nize, so far as established, the best results of modern 
biblical criticism, advancing with caution ; to study 
and observe the development and expansion of the 
Sunday-school idea, so as to be able to recommend 
improvements in the field of the lessons. 

Apropos of what Dr. Price had said, Principal Rex- 
ford made it clear that the graded courses were put 
forth by the Committee in the belief that there is a 
place for them, but that the Cominittee also ‘believed 
that the general lesson was needed by a considerable 
proportion of the schools, 

J. R. Sampey, of the Lesson Committee, 
showed that very few publishing houses have issued 


~any helps on-the advanced-courses, and expressed. the 


opinion that up to thistime the uniform general Jesson 
is the one in common. use; while the Rev. Henry 
H. Meyer, Assistant Editor of Sunday-school pub- 
lications of the Methodist. Episcopal Church, held 
that the beginners’ lessons have not had adequate 
helps, and therefore they have. had no proper oppor- 
tunity. The Rev. Dr. Charles S, Albert, Editor of 
the Lutheran lesson-helps (General Synod), told of 
the encouraging experience in his field in the pro- 
viding of an optional primary course, after the course 
had received the help of large pictures. The Rev. 
H. T. Musselman, associate editor of periodicals of 
the American Baptist Publication Society, believed 
that there was a far larger demand for an advanced 
or adult course than had been recognized by Dr. 
Sampey; and Mr. Luther H. Cary, Business Man- 
ager of the Congregational Sunday School and Pub- 
lishing Society, gave figures to show the sale of adult- 
course books, which could be said to indicate only a 
moderate demand. Returning to the question of the 
use of the beginners’ course, Mrs. J. Woodbridge 
Barnes, International Elementary Superintendent, 
urged that in considering the progress of the begin- 
ners’ course, it must be remembered that time was 
needed for beginners’ departments to be organized to 
receive the help of such a course. At another time 
she made a telling plea for the many groups of earnest, 
thoughtful workers throughout North America who are 
pleading for courses better adapted to the age-needs 
of those whom they teach. 

In order to give the publishers’ 
Rev. Dr. George P. 
lishers for the Methodist Book Concern, first gave 
full assurance of the publishers’ sincere devotion’ to 
the best interests of the work at large, and urged cau- 
tion in multiplying courses that would call for new 
periodicals, because high quality, low price, and a nar- 
row margin between expense and income, must be the 
rule in such an output, and new and untried helps on 
new and not widely used courses would present seri- 
ous difficulties. 
lisher for the Evangelical Association, 
concurred, showing that his denomination would have 
to publish such helps in German as well as English. 
The Rev. E. Morris Fergusson, General Secretary of 


viewpoint, the 


the ‘New. Jersey Sunday School Association, haped that - 
the publishers might combime on ;graded ‘ text-books, < 


and believed that such books would -be used. . The 


Mains, of Eaton & Mains, Pub-’ 


In this the Rev. J. H. Lamb, Pub-' 
Cleveland,.. 





JANUARY (18, 1908 


Rev, Dr. R. Douglas Fraser, Editor and Business 
Manager of the Sunday-school publications of ‘the 


* Presbyterian Church in Canada, asserted that pub- 


lishers are not opposed to an advance movement, 
and believe in reasonable experiments, but that prog- 
ress would necessarily be slow. 

The Rev. Dr. Homer Eaton, of Eaton and Mains, 
agreed that reasonable progress should be made, but 
said that a fully graded system would now fall of its own 
weight, because in his opinion the average teacher 
and school are not ready forit. The Rev. Dr. C. R. 
Blackall, Editor of Periodicals of the American Baptist 
Publication Society, believed that the schools should 
be brought to a higher standard in preparation for the 
use of such courses. The Rev. Dr. E. B, Chappell, 
Sunday-school Editor for the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, was in hearty favor of a graded system 
as the ultimate aim, but he did not believe that the 
people would follow, if the general lesson should be 
abandoned ; and Dr. Joseph Clark, Secretary of the 
Ohio Sunday-school Association, said that we ought to 
hold fast to the one lesson plan, and yet have our eyes 
on the vision, —graded schools. “ 

On behalf of the uniform lessons, the Rev. Dr. 
A. L. Phillips, General Superintendent of Sunday- 
school and Young People’s Work of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, argued earnestly, and he be- 
lieved the general lesson idea is adapted to junior 
and intermediate grades. Marion Lawrance took the 
ground that we should stand for one general lesson, 
and also recognize the demand for graded courses, 
though the demand is not general. 

On Thursday evening four significant addresses, 
with their discussion, engaged the conferees’ atten- 
tion. Dr. Schauffler gave in brief the outcome of 
the London Conference of the Lesson Committee, 
already discussed in The Sunday School Times of 
July 27, 1907. 

President W. D. Mackenzie, of Hartford Theologi- 
cal Seminary, said that he had been for many years a 
critic of the International Uniform Lésson System, but 
when he became a member of the Lesson Committee 
he was obliged to ask himself whether the, Committee 
ought to give over entirely the uniform lesson, Having 
in mind that there are about 25,000,000 pupils await- 
ing their next lesson, he could not bring’ himself to ‘say 
that all the schools thtis represéntéd ‘must bé told to 
become graded, and that they could not have the les- 
son they how ask for, He spoke of the very real 
difficulties in deciding what, is finally needled for each 
grade. . He appealed for «: hard, humble work on the 
level ground ’’ ; for ‘‘ something that keeps us.on the 
ground, but walking ; keeps us on the road, but as- 
cending ; keeps us just shoulder to shoulder with ‘the 
men that are sure of something, and not the men that 
are merely speaking very loud.’’ Hewas not prepared 
to say that we yet know the exact material of the 
Bible for such a grade as the intermediate. He was 
clearly in favor of graded courses, as an educational 
principle, but he. did not wish the conference to get 
the idea that educators are agreed when it comes to 
the actual planning of such courses. 

The Rev. Dr. J. T. McFarland, Editor of Sunday 
School Literature for the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
declared for the development of a fully graded course. 
The Sunday-school, he thought, ought to be conducted 
‘‘as a school for the study of the Bible for the light 
which it sheds upon all moral problems in life; a 
school for religious instruction, with the Bible as the 
highest source of knowledge and authority.”’ 

On Friday morning Dr. Frank K. Sanders, General 
Secretary of the Congregational Sunday -School and 
Publishing Society, in his address suggested that the 
formulating of courses was too great a burden to lay 
upon any one body of men; that others, as spe- 
cialists, should be called upon to aid in this, and that 
the Lesson Committee could then readjust a course for 
actual use. Dr. Schauffler responded with a state- 
ment showing how much the Committee had already 
done in this direction. 

The climax of all the discussions was reached that 
morning when the Resolutions’ Committee presented 
its report, in the form of two brief resolutions, Then 
questions and suggestions began to fly in lively fash- 
ion until, in the afternoon, after the most vigorous 
X-Ray treatment that’ ever resolutions had to bear, 
they were adopted—unanimously; and then came the 
Doxology. 

The Resolutions Committee was headed by that 
honored and clear-headed layman, Mr. Justice J. J. 
Maclaren of Toronto, President of the International 
Sunday School Association, and with him were, in 
order of appointment, Mr. C. G. Trumbull, the Rev. 
Drs, -M. C. Hazard, I.-J. VanNess, A. L. Phillips, 
J. T.. McFarland, J.»R. Sampey, and E. B. Chappell, 
amply representative ‘of: the various: views. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


MAN went tothe World's Fair at Chicago in 1893, 
and when he came home his friends asked him 
what he had seen. He couldn't tell. Continue 

the story te your class, as given by Mr. Ridgway in 
his third paragraph. Then make the application that 
— 3: 16 is the ‘‘ Court of Honor”’ not only of this 
esson and of the Gospel of John, but of the whole 
Bible. It is to this Court of Honor that we want to 
= our attention in class to-day ; but let us takea 
ew minutes to find out what led up to it. 

What made it hard for Nicodemus to visit Jesus ? 
Jesus had no religious standing among the Jewish 
leaders; notice Nicodemus’ standing (Riddle, fourth 
paragraph). And Nicodemus imperiled himself fear- 
fully by the visit, as Mrs. Howie shows. 

Now tell your class that you want them to close 
their Bibles while you tell them the story of the lesson. 
Make use of as much of the following interpretation 
of the conversation as you think best : 


Nicodemus: Rabbi, I know that you truly represent God 
(for I, by my specjal training and knowledge, am of course 
a competent judge of these matters). 

Jesus: Are youa competent judge? Do you not know 
that except one be born anew, he cannot even see the 
kingdom of God, much less determine who do and who do 
not belong to it? [For another explanation of Jesus’ open- 
ing statement, see Professor Sanders’ first paragraph. | 

Disconcerted by this wholly unexpected reply, Nicode- 
mus can do nothing but ask for an explanation of this dark 
saying. In response, he receives a fuller statement of the 
same truth, that the kingdom of God—in which Nicodemus 
and all other strict Jews thought they had undisputed right 
—is open‘only to those who first take the step of voluntary 
preparation, or repentance, evidenced by baptism, and who 
then receive the consummation of this new birth by God’s 
bestowal of the Holy Spirit. ‘* Water and the Spirit ’? stand 
for man’s part and God’s part in the new birth (Sanders, 
end of first paragraph, and second paragraph). 

But, Jesus went.on, do not think that you. can compre- 
hend or control this matter of the spiritual birth. Flesh is 
one thing, and spirit is a very different thing. The coming 
of the Spirit is just.as evident as the blowing of the wind— 
and just’ as inexplicable and uncontrollable.’ It is in God’s 
hands, not in men’s. : 

Nicodemus now. frankly admits his helplessness, and 
asks for more light. Yet Jesus has been talking only of 
the earthly manifestation of spiritual matters,—truths which 
were in the Scriptures that had been Nicodemus’ life-study ; 
therefore comes the’ pride-piercing question of verse 10, 
followed up by the searching query, ‘‘ If you cannot follow 
these matters of plain experience and observation, what if 
I should really begin to reveal heavenly truth to you?’”’ 
Yet Jesus was the only one who could reveal heavenly 
truth (v. 13). And then the narrative passes on into the 
‘*Court of Honor’’ truth, and the gleaming glory of 
God’s love in Jesus. Christ, who does not come to judge 
men, but to save men; who does away with all judgment 
for every one who receives him, yet who will not force 
salvation on those who insist upon judgment. 


Had this contact with Christ any lasting effect upon 
Nicodemus? Before asking this question, give two 
pupils slips of paper with the references to which 
Professor Riddle (fourth paragraph) calls attention : 
John 7: 45-52, and 19: 39, and, after the class have 
expressed themselves, call for the two Piesee to 
be read aloud.: Mr. Gordon’s fourth and fifth para- 
graphs are illuminating on this point. 

It looks as though Nicodemus had been won. And 
if he was, don’t you think it came about through his 
realization of the love of God as revealed in Christ, 
and his glad surrender to that love, rather than from 
any attempt to study out the mysteries which Christ 
plainly showed: were beyond man’s understanding ? 
The Joma who rejected Christ knew a great deal 
about God’s laws, but they knew nothing about God's 
love. Professor Edward E. Hale, Jr., in a very re- 
markable article on page 27 in this issue, frankly 
admits that, until he accepted the call of Christ, God's 
love, though theoretically admitted, was ‘‘ never a 
realized element” in his own belief. Only as we 
have tested and experienced that John 3 : 16 Court 
of Honor can we know anything about God's love. 

Make sure that your pupils are clear on one or two 
vital points before you leave this lesson,—it may 
save them from agonizing doubts in later years. To 
‘* believe” in or on Christ does not mean intellectual 
understanding of the mystery of his work or person 
—no man can have that; salvation would be hopeless 
if this were the condition. Mr. Gordon's seventh 
paragraph makes it plain. 

And the new birth is God’s work, not ours. It is 
not a matter for us to worry over, but to trust God 
for. We are to be concerned with.our own repent- 


John 3: 1-2]. Commit verses 14-16 


The Lesson Text 


z Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
a ruler of the Jews: 2 the same came unto him by night, and 
said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, 
except God be with him, 3 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born ! anew, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto 
him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5 Jesus 
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born anew. 8 *The wind bloweth 
where it will, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest 
not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and said 
unto him, How can these things be? 10 Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Art thou the teacher of Israel, and under- 
standest not these things? 12 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
We speak that which we know,.and bear witness of that which 
we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 12 If I told 
you earthly things and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? 13 And no one hath ascended into 
heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even the Son of 
man, §who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted 
A 15 that whosoever *believeth may in him have eternal 
ife. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 17 For God sent not the Son into the 
world to judge the world ; but that the world should be saved 
through him. 18 He that believeth on him is not judged : he 
that believeth not hath been judged already, because he hath 
not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 
And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, 
and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their 
works were evil. 20 For every one that 5 doeth evil hateth the 
light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works should be 
Sreproved. 2r But he that doeth the truth cometh to the 
light, that this works may be made manifest, ™ that they have 
been wrought in God. 

1Or, from above See ver. 323 ch. x 3- 15, 17. 
20Or, The Spirit breatheth % Many ancient authorities omit who 7s 
in heaven. 4 Or, believeth in him may have § Or, practiseth ® Or, 
convicted 17 Or, because 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 


is It + the life of love that lifts to the life to be 
loved. 

Some measure of possession always precedes per- 
ception. 

It ts the life rather than the birthday that proves 
the birth. 

The sa that lifts up is the besi evidence of life 
JSrom above. 

The best evidence of being learned is that one is 
ever learning. 

Yield to the highest life you know, and you will 
know the higher. 

It is better to come to Jesus by night than to stay 
in the dark without him. 

The kingdom of heaven will always be an illusion 
to lives burrowing in the dust. 

lt ts our business to live the life and depend on 
the love rather than to define either. 








ance, or conversion, which is simply our turning 
away from self and sin toward God, and our accept- 
ance of his Son as our Saviour. From that point on, 
we must trust him. It is our duty and our part to 
make our regeneration, or new birth, possible ; it is 
God's part to consummate it. When we have done 
our part, it is sinful distrust of God to question and 
worry over whether he has done his part. 


LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 2. JESUS THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD 


Golden Text: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.—John 3 : 16 





Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate the Lesson 


T THE first passover the signs wrought by Jesus 
A evoked a certain kind of Selief, very unstable, 
however (John 2 : 23-25). 

Place.—Jerusalem, possibly at the house of John 
himself, who seems to have had a home in that city 
(chap. 19: 27). ‘The room may have been the upper 
guest-chamber, which could be reached privately by 
an outer stairway. : ; 

Time.— During, or immediately after, the passover 
week in 78c, year of Rome; that is, A.D. 27, during 
the early half of April. 

Persons.— Our Lard and Nicodemus, though others 
may have been present, probably John himself. 
Nicodemus (‘‘ victor of the people”), a member of 
the Sanhedrin, a prominent teacher among the 
Pharisees (vs. 1, 10), who afterward spoke on behalf 
of Jesus before the Sandedrin (7 : 50-52), and aided in 
embalming the body of Jesus (19 : 39). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 2.—By night: Privately.—Raddz: A most 
respectful adleven-—-These signs: See 2:23. John 
always uses this term. 

Verse 3.— Be born anew; Or, ** from above.” 
Either meaning is probable; ‘‘again” is only an in- 
ference. Here ‘‘anew” is more apt; in verses 5-8 
‘from above,” pointing to the source of the new 
birth.—See the kingdom of God: Even to see it, 
natural birth is insufficient. 

Verse 5.—Born of water and the Spirit: Closely 
connected, since ‘‘of" occurs but once. This is a 
reference to baptism as the sign of the new birth ; 
but in what follows the emphasis is put upon ‘ Spirit.” 

Verse 6.—Born of the flesh: By natural birth.— 
Is flesh; Implies depraved human nature.—Of ‘he 
Spirit: The Holy Spirit.—/s spirz¢: Renewed spirit. 

Verse 7.—Ye must: Not, ‘‘we.” 

Verse 8.—TZhe wind bloweth: Or, ‘‘the Spirit 
breatheth.” The Greek term is the same as in verses 
5, 6; but as it also means ‘‘ wind,” the context points 
to that sense here.— W’7//; As the wind is independ- 
ent of human control, so is the new birth, though the 
effects are discernible. 

Verse 10.— The teacher of Israel: **A master” is 
misleading. He was a prominent official teacher. 

Verse 11.— Ye receive not: The — leaders. 

Verse 12.—Earthly things : Such as the new birth. 
—Heavenly things: The higher truths afterward 
suggested, about the person and work of our Lord. 

Verse 13.—Descended out of heaven: Pointing to 
the Incarnation.— Zhe Son of man, who ts in heaven: 
The last clause is omitted in many ancient authori- 
ties. If retained, it refers'to ‘‘heaven” as a state 
rather than a place. 

Verse 14.—Moses lifted up: Compare Numbers 
21 : 6-9.—Must the Son of man: To carry out God's 
redeeming purpose.—Li/ted up: On the cross (comp. 
chap. 12 : 32). 

Verse 15.—May in him have eternaé life: ** Should 
not perish” is poorly supported in this verse, being 
probably inserted from verse 16. The preposition 
which is best attested shows that ‘tin him” should be 
connected with ‘* may have ”’ and not with ‘‘ believeth.” 

Verse 16.—Have eternal life: ‘‘ Everlasting” isa 
needless variation. ‘‘ Life” is used in this Gospel 
in the highest sense ; compare 1: 4 and elsewhere. 
It is not merely continued existence, but existence of 
anexalted nature. ‘‘Eternal” indicates: its perma- 
nence, not its quality. ‘*‘ Have” suggests that it be- 
gins here. ’ 

Verse 17.—T7o judge the world: The verb means 
to ‘‘ judge,” not necessarily to condemn, though that 
is implied ; so in verse 18.—Saved: Equivalent to 
‘** have eternal life.” 

Verse 18.—He that believeth not hath been judged 
already, because he hath not believed: The tenses 
point to a past fact with continued result. ‘Hence this 
verse is either prophetic, if spoken by our Lord, or a 
comment of the evangelist. 

Verse 19.—Zhe light ts come into the world: The 
article is important, showing that the reference is to 
our Lord (comp. chap. 1 : 4-9).— Zhe darkness: Sin 
as well as ignorance.—TZ7heir works: So the term is 
usually rendered. ; 

Verse 20.— Doecth evil: ‘ Practiseth” is more 
literal. ‘‘ Evil” is a different term from that in verse 
19, but the sense is practically the same.—Refproved : 
A strong term, often rendered ‘* Convicted.” 

Verse 21.—Doeth the truth: Here the article should 
be retained.— 7#az¢: Or, ** because.” Either sense is 
allowable.—Have been wrought: The tense points 
to action continuing to the present time. 


Wester’ THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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God’s Wooing Errand 
By S. D.: Gordon 


kta ig a warm passion burning in the heart of 
God. It is tenderly warm and tenaciousl 

strong. Its fires never burn low, nor lose their 
strong bright glow. That passion is to win man and 
the out task home to himself. That has been the 
overmastering passion with God, controlling all his 
dealings with men from his earliest thought of them 
up until now. ‘Lhat explains Jesus’ coming. It re- 
veals itself most in Jesus and in his coming amongst 
us as he did. Jesus is God coming down to the earth 
on a wooing errand to win man back to the old home 
hearth-fire in the heart of God, 

Jesus dealt with great crowds of men, but was 
especially fond of meeting one man face to face and 
talking things over with him. He gave much time 
and strength to that. He was never too busy to 
stop or turn aside- for a talk with some one person. 
He was never too weary to respond to such a re- 
quest, and he still does just that. John was much 
impressed with Jesus’ habit in this, and gives much 
space to Jesus’ talks with individuals, as here. Any- 
body must be who has had personal dealings with 
Jesus. ° 

Nicodemus was one of those who felt the spell of 
Jesus’ presence and words, and wanted more. He 
was an earnest seeker after truth, but with all the 
caution that marks the scholarly student. The more 
unpleasant word to use in place of caution is coward- 
ice, For he really was afraid of what his own inner 
circle of acquaintances would think if they knew that 
he was so much and so favorably interested in Jesus. 
Jesus was already distinctly unpopular with the 
ruling class to which this man belonged, Nicodemus 
was so afraid of what they would think of him that 
he came by night. John thinks this fact of such 
significance as to be worthy of special mention. 

But then he came, and that was a splendid thing to 
do, The determination to know more of Jésus over- 
came the fear. The thought of Jesus ruled his 
action. The fear would have kept him away. But 
he overcomes that to the point of seeking Jesus out 
for a talk. He listened, questioned, wondered, and 
without doubt believed. For later, in the great 
crisis time, he spoke out for Jesus in the inner senate 
council. He did it timidly, true; but then he did it, 
better boldly, but better timidly than not at, all. 

Yes, he did more than believe, though that more 
is included in thé believing; he loved, tenderly, 
strongly, clingingly loved. For when Jesus was 
crucified, and all was over as he supposed, he spent 
two or three hundred dollars to embalm the body of his 
friend. He came earnestly to inquire of Jesus when 
that was the unpopular thing to py le spoke out for 
him when the fires of opposition were at their hot- 
test, he loved him to the point of spending money on 
him when he was lying dead. Have we ever done 
as much? 

It was in the evening-time, after the night-shadows 
had hemmed the earth tightly in. A thoughtful- 
looking man is walking down one of the side streets 
to where the Master is lodging, maybe thée:home of 
John the discipiet He belongs to the upper, cultured, 
religious circles, He goes in to call upon this young 
Galilean peasant preacher. As he sat down he said: 
‘*I believe you are a teacher from God, because of 
what you say and do.” And Jesus talking with that 
man,—he is not talking with the woman of Sychar, as 
you might thinkif you didn’t know, nor with the prodi- 
gal son in the fifteenth of Luke, as you might quickly 
think if you didn’t know; he is talking to a cultured, 
moral gentleman from acity of culture,—says in effect 
this: ‘t My dear sir, what you need, frs/, isn’t simply 
a teacher, not more culture for your mind, not more 
information simply. What you need is a new inside 
that will work out and change the whole of your life. 
That is the beginning of Jesus’ Gospel for one’s own 
life. There needs to be a new life put in at the very 
seat of life. 

The strong word that Jesus uses so much here, 
and all through this John Gospel, is the word ‘‘ be- 
lieve.” Our believing on Jesus opens the door 
through which the Holy Spirit comes in and makes 
us over new inside. hat word ‘‘ believe” doesn’t 
mean the assent of the mind to a creed,—never that. 
It means the warm assent of the heart to a person,— 
always that. It does not mean believing certain 
things about the Church, nor yet about Jesus, im- 

rtant as that is. It means simply this, that I trust 
) a himself as my Saviour and my friend, and give 
to him the devotion of my life. hen he himself 
comes in, and his presence means life and warmth, 
purity and peace and sweet fellowship. 

Not to let Jesus in, and in quickly and gladly,.and 
all the way in, is very bad,—bad to the point of being 
the worst thing. If I keep all the window-shutters 
and doors tightly shut and bolted, no light can get 
in; I am in darkness, and darkness persisted in is 
death. If all the heat of the sun and every other 
sort of heat is kept out of the house, of course it will 
be cold; and coldness itself, continued, is death. If 
I could shut out of my life all love, all tenderness and 
gentleness and warm thoughtfulness, both my own 
and others’ that absence of love, continued, would as 
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certainly result in death. Shutting Jesus out is shut- 
ting out light and life, warmth and love. Life- 
less, lightless, loveless,—of course, that is. death. 
Loving and clinging to anything that God doesn't 
love is shutting him out just that far. Surely we 
won't do that. May this be a door-swinging Sab- 
bath-day. Listen for the open doors, ant see the 
glad face of Jesus coming in. 
Manpison, N. J. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


Siler was aman of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews: the same came 
unto him by night (vs. 1,2). The governor of the 
Shoof district of Mt Lebanon, according to the law, 
must be a Druse; that of Zahlie, a Catholic; that of 
Koora, Greek Orthodox; and those of the other four 
districts must be Maronites. The governor-general 
of Syria must be a Muhammadan, and so on with the 
rest of church, state, and school officials. If an officer 
is suspected of a leaning towards the faith of a sect 
other than his, he loses his position. One or two sects 
make the apostate pay with his life for his apostasy 
from their faith, and even private individuals may 
endeavor to punish any one who may forsake his sect. 
Seeing, therefure, that Nicodemus was an official in 
the Jewish Church, it may easily be seen (1) Why 
he came to Jesus by night, and (2) Why John men- 
tions the fact (comp. John g: 22). 

Except one be born anew, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God (v. 3). The modern speech of the Ori- 
entals implies that they think of the impossibility of 
being born again. ‘‘ Though she be born again [such 
a thing] will not be given her,” they say. In any 
case, the impossibility of attaining to a second crea- 
tion [born again] is in their minds; hence the ques- 
tion, ‘‘ How can these things be?” (John 3: 9.) 

SHwWEIR, Mt. LEBANON, SyRIA. 
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Good News for the World 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


ICODEMUS was taught two great missionary 
lessons. . He was a learned teacher of religion, 
but did not understand how we become God’s 

children. Here the religions of Africa and India and 
China also have failed. Only he’who came. down 
from heaven can show us the way: back to. heaven; 
only God can give us eternal life. -The Christian 
religion is the only one that clearly shows the way 
of life. 

The second truth that Nicodemus learned was that 
this way is open to all. ‘* Whosoever” is a broad 
word, It includes Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Jews, 
Hottentots, Italians, Americans,—all. God, who 
made the world,loved the world, and sent his Son 
to save the world. Jesus came, not to rescue a 
favored few, but to become the Saviour of all men. 
Christianity is the only truly universal religion. 
The same key—faith in Jesus Christ—opens the door 
of life to all. This is the good news that the mis- 
sionaries preach in all the world. 

A Chinese Nicodemus came to a missionary’s tent, 
some years ago, and asked about many things that 
he did not know. The missionary tried to teach him 
about God, but the man refused to believe anything 
he could not see and understand. The missionary 
pointed to a pot of water boiling over the fire, and 
said: ‘‘ Can you iell me how acold match, cold char- 
coal, and cold water can in a few minutes develop 
light, fire, heat, and steam? When you can tell me 
how this water is made into invisible steam and then 
condenses into water again, I will tell you how God 
gives us life when we believe in Jesus Christ.” 

The Chinese scholar could not reply, but took a 
Gospel of John and went away, promising to read the 
first three chapters before he went to bed. Reluc- 
tantly that night he began‘to fulfil his promise, and, 
when he came to Jesus’ conversation with the Jewish 
scholar, he was ‘struck with the way Christ answered 
Nicodemus’ difficulties. ‘‘ It is true,” he said, ‘‘ we 
see the signs of power, but do not understand whence 
it comes.” Then he read of God's love for the world, 
of those who loved darkness’ rather than light, and 
that whosoever believed might have life. is ¢on- 
science smote him for his evil ways, and he saw that 
the missionary was in truth a messenger sent from 
God. He became a true believer, gaye up his,sips, 
and turned his. opium den, where he had preached 
infidelity, into a place for preaching the gospel. of 
Christ. 

Brook.yn, N. Y. 
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If you have absent pupils and semi-absent pupils, 
it would surely pay to study Professor Fox's, ** Sun- 
day-School Records, Recognitions, and Reports” (50 
cents, postpaid ; The Sunday School Times Co.). 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


E MUST ée born from above (v. 7, marg.). 
your way to Sunday-school dig some grass out 
of the frost and snow,-—roots, dirt, and all. If 

ou can give each member of the class a small plant, 
it will deepen the impression. See this plant and 
this earth. Through my magnifying glass the dirt 
is found made up of small stones. No life in them. 
Deadest of all dead things. Yetin some unexplained, 
mysterious way these little roots reach down and 
touch these dead stones, and the dead stones are born 
from above into the plant and the flower. ‘The dead 
silica, potash, lime, etc., now live. Along comes the 
cow and sees the grass. She reaches down with her 
cow life, and touches it. ‘Eats it,’ you say. It is 
thus lifted a step higher into the animal life. Then 
comes a life which is higher than the cow life, and 
takes the beef of the cow. It thus becomes the man 
life. Above the man life is a still higher life, the 
spiritual life, the Christ life. The natural man is 
dead to the Christ life. This Christ life reaches 
down as mysteriously as does the plant, touches our 
man life, and we are born again from above. Who 
recognizes the dead dirt in the glorious chrysanthe- 
mum, and who recognizes the river thief in the Jerry 
McAuley? . 


As Moses lifted up the serpent (v. 14). Remem- 
ber our lesson of last September, when we studied 
Moses’ life? Then we had the type. To-day we 
have the antitype. It took hundreds of years for the 
‘‘fulness of time,” but that graphic promise never 
failed. There is ne time with God (2 Pet. 3:8). Why 
Christ should have to be lifted up like the brass 
snake, the image of the very thing that caused the 
terrible wilderness death, is too much of a mystery 
for me. I don’t know. Only one thing I know: 
God directed. Moses setup, The bitten people had 
only to look and be saved from the most horrible 
death. God says you must in like manner look to 
Christ—or die.. Which will you do? 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son (v. 16). If any one asks if you know 
the gospel, say Yes. ‘* What is it?”> John, three, 
sixteen. Who can teach John, three; sixteen, in half - 
an hour, or half acentury? I havea friend,.a great 
mechanical engineer, who spent two weeks at the 
wonderful Chicago Columbian Exposition. . When 
he came home.we asked him to give us an account of 
the fair... He couldn’t do it. . He was so provoked at 
his failure he took the train the next. day, and trav- 
eled back the eight hundred. miles..to.see the. fair 
over again. When he came home we asked him the 
second time to tell us. About all we could get out of 
him was, ‘‘It is. certainly great.!,. It is. certainly 
great!” We found out afterward that, like thou- 
sands of other impressionable men, he had spent 
most of his time in the mellow glory of the marvel- 
ous Court of Honor, and forgot allelse. John, three, 
sixteen, is just like that. As we stand in the hush of 
God's.Court of Honor, we seem to’ see, and we seem 
to feel, the golden light from the palaces of heaven, 
and to hear the music of the opalescent waters that 
play from the fountain of life. ‘'-God so loved the 
world.” Repeat it gently, John—you, Henry—George 
—the next—go on. 


God sent... the Son... that the world should 
be saved (v. 17). I was once trying to get a young 
fellow to some evangelistic meetings. ‘‘ Got no use 
for a religion that sends a man to hell,” he sneered. 
But it doesn’t. It is a religion that saves from hell. 
Suppose next summer you go out to the ball park, 
and in order to get in all you have to do is simply 
look at the man sitting at the gate, and believe he is 
the man who owns the ball park—will you have the 
nerve to tell us he only came to town to drive boys to 
the Brick Lot? Yes, salvation is just as simple as 
that, and 2 Peter 3 : 9 is why God made it so simple 
and easy. ee 


Men loved the darkness rather than the light (v. 
19). Isn’t it strange? Account for it without a per- 
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sonal devil if you can, I can’t,—that a boy shuld 


choose to be a ‘‘tough” rather than a little gentle- 
man ;. that a girl.should choose to be a snappy, 
hateful little termagant, rather than a sweet and gen- 
tle. little lady; .that a man should choose to be a 
drunken loafer with a wretched home and unkempt 
children, rather than a respectable citizen with a 
happy family, well fed, well clothed, and with hosts 
of friends; that a woman should choose to be an 
evil-tongued, tattling town terror, rather than a kind 
and charitable and beloved friend’ and neighbor; 
that the woman of wealth and: position should 
choose to be an empty, useless, pleasure-seeking 
gambler, or worse, when she might be a Helen 
Gould, Mrs. Sage, or Mrs. Wittemore, beloved, hon- 
ored, and blessed by both God and man. There isa 
prince of darkness, and John 8 : 44 and Matthew 12: 
24 give the name of him. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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Pictures iWtustrating cach lesson. may be secured from 
The Sunday-School Times Company. - 


LESSON FOR FBBRUARY 2 (John 3: 1-21) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department, 
One dollar is off for every anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
be used, and two doflars for the best illustration used for each week’s 

son. 


Illustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons, Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the Times, free, upon request. 


Just Like God—Golden Text 


OR God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal life 

Golden Text). If one should begin to read the 

ible for the first time, and commencing with the 
first chapter of Genesis read to this third chapter of 
John, he would not be greatly surprised to learn that 
God sent Christ into the world to save it. Little 
Mary was one morning reading with her mother in 
the New Testament, and this was one of the verses 
of the chapter: ‘‘ For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” Stopping for a moment in the reading, the 
mother asked, ‘* Don’t you think it is very wonder- 
ful?” The child, looking surprised, replied in the 
negative. The mother, somewhat astonished, re- 
peated the question, to which the little daughter re- 
plied, ‘‘ Why, no, Mama; it would be wonderful if it 
were anybody else ; but it is just like God.”"—H. H. 
Smith, Kinsale, Va. From the Children’s Visitor. 
The prize for this week is awarded to this illustra- 
tion. 


What Booddha Could Not Do—v. 17. 

That the world should be saved through him (v. 
17). A young university student in Japan, who had 
been a leader in his classes, near the end of his 
course gave way to temptation. After some time, 
eager to regain his self-respect and his lost position, 
he sought the priest at a famous Booddhist temple. 
To him he told his troubles and his longing. he 
priest said, ‘‘I can help you. If you will sit with 
your thumbs together, before the Booddha here, and 
remain absolutely motionless for three hours, you 
will be given strength to resist temptation.” The 
seeker obeyed. In spite of the fact that the mos- 
quitoes annoyed him constantly, he sat as ‘nearly 
motionless as possible for the required time. Then 
he passed out of the temple—to fall before his temp- 
tations, as before. For two years he groped for help, 
~~ but in vain, until he heard of Christ, who came into 
the ‘world that the world through him might be saved. 
In Christ’s strength he was enabled to conquer temp- 
tation.. To-day he is secretary of the Osaka Young 
Men's Christian Association. 


God’s -Searchlight--v. 20. 

Every one that doeth evit hateth the light (v. 20). 
A man was about to force an entrance into a house 
for purposes of robbery, when a powerful search- 
light accidentally flashed upon him, and brought him 
out-in relief in the strong white light. He trembled 
like an aspen, threw down his tools, ang fled. God 
could at any moment turn upon us the ‘stronger 
searchlight of his knowledge of all our hidden sins, 
our secret motives.—Emma Younglove. Ventura, 
Cal, From The Christian Endeavor World. 


How Christ Transformed—v. 21. 


Cometh to the light, that his works may be made 
wy, bac (v. 21). Twoandahalf years ago a wqman 
was brought to the Mission School at Paotingfu by 
her sisters-in-law. They candidly said, ‘‘She is a 

. widow, she takes opium, she cannot support herself, 
and we do not want her. You can teach her to read, 
and use her in spreading the gospel.” She was not 
accepted, but was told to attend station classes for 
ten days each month, and begin to learn to read. 
Slowly Mrs. Gow’s mind began to respond to the 
love of Jesus, and she grew to know him. She re- 
turned a little while ago to her own district with the 
missionary to make calls. ‘* Why,” exclaimed 6ne 
who had formerly known her, ‘‘are you that bent, 
shriveled-looking little woman who used to take 
opium?” One heathen woman asked the missionary, 
‘*Could. you change’me like that?.” . ‘‘ No,” she 
said, ‘‘I cannot ; neither can you change yourself; 
but the true God can, if you. will come and learn 
about him.” ‘‘I'll come,” said'the inquirer ; ‘*} am 
just as Mrs. Gow was, but now she is happy-looking, 
and strong and clean.” Mrs. Gow had seen God, 
and the fashion of her countenance was changed.— 
Mrs. Schuyler C. Woodhull, South Minneapolis, 
Minn. From Woman's Work for Women. 


What the Little Hands Told—v. 21. 

Works may be made manifest, that they have been 
wrought in God (v. 21). A little girl was left moth- 
erless at the age of eight. There were four younger 
than she. Her father was a poor man, and had to 
depend upon the daily labor of his hands for the sup- 
port of his family—too poor to hire any. one to under- 
take-the care of his children, so the duties of the 
homemaker and mother fell upon the little girl, and 
nobly and patiently did she perform them. Early 
and ote she toiled to complete the tasks of the day, 
so it was no wonder that at the end of. five years the 
slender strength was exhausted, and she was stricken 


. 
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down. At thirteen she lay dying. A neighbor sat 
by her bed, giving what comfort she could. ‘The 
little face grew troubled. ‘‘It isn’t that I’m afraid 
to die; I’m not. But I’m so ashamed,” the little 
girl said. ‘‘Ashamed of what?” asked her com- 
wey in surprise. ‘Why, it’s thisway. You know 

ow it’s been with us since mama died. I’ve been so 
busy, I’ve never done anything for Jesus, and when 
I get to heaven and meet him, I shall be so ashamed! 
Oh, what can I tell him?’’ Great sobs shook the 
neighbor's breast as she gathered the little, cal- 
loused, work-scarred hands into her own, and said: 
**] wouldn’t tell him anything, dear. Just show him 
your hands.”—7he Rev. W. T. Dorward, Stelton, 
N. J. From The Youth's Companion, 


<£ 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


OW can we render unto thee, O God, our thanks- 
giving for blessings unbounded! ‘Thou gavest 
us life, and in order that the life might not 

become death, thou gavest thy Son, to be our light 
and our life forevermore. When thou hast loved us to 
the immeasurable sacrifice of such a gift as that, who 
are we that we should withhold anything from thee? 
Grant that none of us may grieve thee by refusing 
the outstretched hand of thy Son Jesus Christ, or 
disappoint thee by ignoring thy love made manifest 


in the gift of him who lived and died for us. Amen. 
After the Lessor 
Every superintendent can profit by taking a look 


along the 1907 road. Has your wagon made ruts? 
Is it still running in the ruts? It may be easjer 
hauling that way, but who is going tohelpin making 
the new 1908 road? And new roads are needed. 
The old wear out. Has yours? Are you in the rut? 

Perhaps you have been doing your platform work 
in the same way for a year, five years. Is it the best 
way? Can you make amy change for the better? 
One much-alive superintendent used to say, ‘‘ The 
only regulaf,thing in our program is variety.” No 
deep rut there ! 

“Well,” you say, ‘‘what are you talking about ? 
Aren’t you in a rut yourself in that ‘From the Plat- 


form’ of yours?” Maybe.~ Perhaps that is what 
started the rut question! Well, let’s turn out 
together. 


First, why should ‘you always want to address the 
school after the lesson,—why look for help on that 
just here,—always? In this beautiful lesson to-day 
there is much ‘that tempts the earnest leader to talk. 
Yet, wouldn't it be better (just think it over) to pre- 
pare for a brief prayer-meeting right after the les- 
son? Suppose, when the lesson is over, you write 
on the board, 





FOR GOD SO LOVED 











and let the school sing two of the sweet old hymns 
like ‘‘ Jesus, lover of my soul,” and ‘‘I love to tell 
the story,” and without making any stir about it call 
on two or three persons to offer prayer ; sing another 
hymn ; and then, having previously arranged for it, 
call upon a half-dozen or more of the scholars to read 
or repeat as many passages on God’s love, and the 
need-of salvation. If the school is then asked to 
rise, and repeat the Golden Text, and your pastor 
leads the school in simple, earnest prayer, and asks 
God's blessing upon all the school, would an address 
be needed,—be useful ? 

Let us work together to get out of the rut this year. 


% 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


** Love divine, all love exceiling."’ Psalm 8g : 1-6. 
‘‘ Father of heaven, whose love pro- (12%: 3-5. 178 : 1-5.) 
found.” ; Psalm 51 : 5-9, 14, 15. 
Sun PR, soul, thou Saviour (69 : 3-5. 8. 107 : 1-4.) 
“O grant us light, that we may Psalm 119 : 19-24 
ow." (173 : 19-24. 244: 1-5.) 
Tell me the old, old story-** Psalm 103 = 1-6- . 
**O how shall I receive Thee.”’ (146: 1-4. 211; 1-4.) 
‘* Sinners, turn ; why will ye die ?**. Psalm 145 : 6-11. 
‘*© love that wilt not let me go.” (215 :6-1%. 311 : 1-5.) 


% 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunda 


School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford 


uilding, Chicago. 

Monday.—John 3: 1-2t. . . Jesus, the Saviour of the World 
‘Tuesday.—1 John 5: 1-13. ...... +... . Born of God 
Wednesday.—2 Cor. 5: 14-21. ...... . Anew creature 
Thursday. — Rom. °8 : 1-10 “ee 8 Flesh and Spirit 
Friday.—Num. 21: 4-9. . ... :. . . The brazen serpent 
Saturday.—1 John 4: 4-14 se . . The gift of love 
Sunday.—Rom. 8 : 31-399... . . Great love 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 





How Nicodemus and Other Judeans Were Taught the 
Conditions of Spiritual Growth 


I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (John 3: 1-36). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


ICODEMUS will always seem more or less of a 
puzzle. Apparently-he was a man who, can- 
did at heart, was glad to acknowledge in 
Jesus a real leader, a man of prophetic standing, 
from whom authoritative declarations could be re- 
ceived. Such men as he were absorbed in one great 
theme, the immediate coming of the kingdom of God. 
Verse 3 reports the interpretation by Jesus of the 
een thought of Nicodemus in the form ofa 
challenge to it. The answer of Nicodemus was in- 
tended to make Jesus explain his strange assertion. 
So Jesus defines ‘‘from above” by the phrase ‘ of 
water and the Spirit”; that is, by a repentance which 
baptism expresses, and by the life-giving power from 
God which true repentance ensures, 

As Riggs remarks, Nicodemus was puzzled by the 
universality of the declaration of Jesus. It was all 
right that those who entered Judaism from the out- 
side, or those who had broken the law, should have 
to fulfil conditions, but strange that he or his friends 
should. The religious leaders had no notion of their 
own need for repentance. 

Jesus addresses himself to this spiritual ignor- 
ance, and declares it to be the result of wilfulness. 
Verses 16 to 21 bring out the real significance of this 
claim put forth by Jesus. They discuss the mission of 
the Son of God. ecause of his great love for man- 
kind, and with the motive of redemption, God sent 
his Son among men as his best representative. Those 
who listen and follow enter into vital relationship 
with God. Those who are indifferent reveal their 
true unspiritual character. 

Jesus spent some time in the country districts of 
Judea. ery likely it was then that he began the 
friendship with the popes at Bethany-which was so 
close.- Verses 22 to 30 relate an instructive episode. 
The work of John and of Jesus seemed to their re- 
spective disciples to be in ng oa! A reference to it 
gave John the occasion for his last recorded’ tribute 
to Jesus. . He recognized his greatness, and declared 
that it was a joy to give him support. ’ 

This chapter is packed with great. thoughts,—the 
true conditions of spiritual life, the need of a heaven- 
born witness, the divine attitude toward the world, 
the effective method of incarnation. 

II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works bearing on the 
current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

Read Riggs’ ‘‘The Messages of Jesus According 
to John” (pp. 108-121) for a complete discussion and 

araphrase. Bosworth’s ‘‘Studies in the Life of 
Toons ” (pp. 210-212) gives also a vivid paraphrase 
which is helpful. — , 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON, 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method. ]} 

An interesting title for this lesson might be: 
‘‘How a candid mind may be led into active fellow- 
ship with Christ.” It covers the cases of Nicodemus 
and John the Baptist. 

The Position of Nicodemus. What was he pre- 
pared to concede, and what did he wish to know? 

The Two Conditions of Being in the Kingdom. 
Did Jesus and Nicodemus give eee | the same 
meaning to ‘‘the kingdom of God”? Paraphrase 
‘‘born of water and the Spirit,” so as to indicate 
what Jesus meant. 

The Real Reason for the Ignorance of the Re- 
ligious Leaders. Why were they inexcusable for 
having so little understanding of the message Jesus 
brought ? 

Salvation by Incarnation and Exhibition. What 
did Jesus mean by the “ eternal life” which was the 
goal? Why was incarnation a better method than 
the sending of prophets ? 

Redemption the Supreme Motive. 1s redemption 
a higher exercise of divine energy than judgment ? 

Every Man His Own Judge. Isit truethat every 
man fixes his own relationship with God ? 

John's Glad Testimony. To what did he testify ? 


IV. For Pupits’ Home Stupy on Next WEEk’s LEsson. 
(For assignment in advance, hy the teacher, to members of the class.) 

1. Why did Jesus leave Judea? 2. Why had Jews 
no dealings with Samaritans, and yet so much of 
common interest to discuss? 3. Note the skill with 
which Jesus induced a careless, ignorant woman to 
think of her personal relation to God. 4. What were 
the immediate results ? 


Boston. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


HOPE the girls have all read this lesson two or 
three times. They can answer questions about 
Nicodemus and the Pharisees, and they know 

that Jesus wrought miracles, and most of them can 
explain pretty clearly what a miracle was. SoI pass 
along to ask them if they do not think that a busy 
man who was a ruler, with crowds about him all day, 
was much in earnest when he went to Jesus in the 
evening and asked to be taught. Jesus tried to make 
some difficult things very plain. 

Here we are, girls, with bodies and souls. We 
have an outside fife that everybody sees in school 
and at home. We have an inside life that only 
God fully sees. Jesus told Nicodemus that whoever 
wanted this inside life to be like that of heaven must 
be born all over again, lose the old nature and get a 
new heart. You all know there are real things that 
you can’t see. Did you ever see a breeze, or a 
cyclone? Don’t say ‘ Yes,” thoughtlessly. We 
never see the wind, but we feel it, and see what it 
does, That is the way with a nature that is changed. 

I wish you would notice that Jesus took time to 
talk to Nicodemus. He spent perhaps an evening 
to help him see that the way into the kingdom was 
the way of faith and love. He showed him that he 
came to save, and that God sent him to save the 
world because he loved it. Some people think that 
God is angry with the world. Children are told that 
if they do wrong God will be angry with them. God 
is angry with sin, but he loves sinners, Jesus came 
to save sinners. 

Once I went into a dark room. I could not seea 
thing, but I said, ‘‘There is something beautiful 
here.” Some one brought a candle. On a shelf I 
saw in a crystal vase a great magnolia, so fragrant 
and white that it made the little room fit for a queen. 
It was a bare room, rough and unplastered, but the 
flower made it a palace. The love of God in your 
heart and mine can do just that,—transtorm it, make 
it sweet, fill it with glory. 

Here is a word to write down,—*‘ opportunity.” 
Jesus had an opportunity to help Nicodemus. You 
may have an opportunity to help the girl who walks 
home from school with you next week. Your oppor- 
tunity may come when you least — it. Be ready 
for it. Copy and place on your cushion the sweetest 
verse in the lesson, ‘‘God so loved the world.” 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week's Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each girl, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. What place did Jesus leave, and where did he 
oO? 2. Terougs what country must he pass? 3. 
Vho went with him? 4. Who came to talk with 
him? 5. Why was the woman surprised when Jesus 
spoke kindly to her? 6. Which of all the things that 
he said to the woman was the most remarkable ? 
7. What did the woman call Jesus? 8. Who did 

Jesus tell the woman he really was ? 


< 
My Class of Boys 
* By Eugene C. Foster 


Elie time I asked the twelve boys present to open 
their Bibles and read to themselves the first 

twenty-one verses of the third chapter of John. 
I gave sufficient time, and as each one finished he 
closed his Bible. ‘Then I talked over the lesson with 
them, having decided to teach it as a whole, departing 
entirely from the plan of explaining it verse by verse. 

‘*Who remembers John 3: 16?” I asked, after all 
Bibles were closed. ne boy repeated it; then we 
all repeated it in concert. I told them it had been 
called ‘‘the gospel in a nutshell.” If all other parts 
of the Bible were lost, there would be enough of in- 
vitation and direction in that verse to show the whole 
world the way to salvation. 

I then asked a few questions of fact rapidly to test 
their memories of what they had read. I skipped 
about quickly from boy to boy, purposely passing by 
the boy who was clearly most ready to answer. 

I told my boys about our threefold nature,— 
physical, mental, spiritual. I tried to make clear 
that each phase of our nature requires our utmost 
thought and care. But we can’t understand the 
things that have whoily to do with the mind by our 
physical senses of hearing, seeing, smelling, feeling, 
tasting. Nor can we apply our mental powers to 
fully understand our spiritual life. Each phase of 
our nature must be dealt with by itself—physical ills 
have physical cures, wholly mental ills have cures in 
the realm of the mind. So Christ told the man that 
spiritual sickness—sin—could only be cured by the 
‘*new birth,” a spiritual change entirely. I told my 
boys of a student who once told me he wanted to 
study chemistry and biology and many other sciences 
to prove that there ts a God. \ told him not to study 
any more for “haz; one couldn't use a foot rule to 
measure a man’s thoughts, and one couldn't use a 
mental measure to prove God. If once I speak with 
God in prayer and have the consciousness that he 
hears and answers me,.that's proof. enough for me. 
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For spiritual sickness—sin—we need the cure of a 
new spiritual birth; Christ came to bring just that. 
What did Christ say about Moses and the serpent ? 
The boys gave me the verse. Then we brought out 
the stqry of the brazen serpent ; and I taught over the 
lesson taught then. The serpent, a cure; but no one 
had to louk. Any man could die if he wanted te: So 
Christ, a cure for our sin-sickness; but no one Aas fo 
look in faith. A fellow can make up his mind to be 
mean and sinful if he wants to. Christ saves only 
those who want to be saved. I knew a boy who de- 
liberately, coolly, and thoughtfully set out to be bad; 
and he’s bad to-day. A fellow can do that way if he 
wants to. But, there’s Christ, lifted up, and you and 
I can be saved from our sins if we will. Is any one 
foolish enough to turn away from such an offer ? 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each boy, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1, What time does ‘‘sixth hour” mean? 2. Find 
and bring to class a picture of an Eastern woman 
carrying water. 3. Commit to memory verse 24. 4. 
Trace Jesus’ journey on a map. 5. What is your 
thouight of the meaning of ‘‘ worship ” ? 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HY does your father work so hard to earn 
money to buy your food and clothing, and to 
make a pleasant home? Why does mother 

cook and sew and spend so much time working for 
you children ? Not because you pay them for it, but 
because they——-? Love you so much. Do they 
work the same way for other people’s children ? 

The Heavenly Father works for everybody in the 
world. He sends the sunshine and rain. He made 
the oceans, rivers, and mountains, the sun, moon, 
and stars, plants, flowers, and trees, for everybody 
to enjoy, because he loves them all. ‘* God is love.” 


** All good things around us 
Are sent by God above ; 
Then thank tlre Lord, oh, thank the Lord, 
For all his love.’’ 


(Write, ‘* God’s Gifts of Love.’’) 

But the greatest gift of all was the child Jesus, the 
Word made flesh, the Lamb of God, Jesus of Naza- 
reth, the Holy One. (Recall from the diagram sug- 
gested in Lesson 1.) Jesus, God’s own Son. 

At first many people thought he was only a teacher. 
Many had heard him at the temple during that pass- 
over feast. (Recall the last lesson.) Seeing his mira- 
cles they believed on his name (John 2 : 23). 

One rich man, named Nicodemus, came to Jesus by 
night. In that country people use the flat housetops 
as we use our porches. (Show the picture-roll.) The 
first thing that Nicodemus said -was, *‘ We know that 
thou art a teacher come from God,” etc. Jesus wanted 
him to believe more than that, so he said, ‘‘A man 
must be born anew of the Holy Spirit.” Nicodemus 
said, ‘‘How can these things be?” Jesus said: 
‘‘You hear the sound of the wind, yet you cannot 
tell where it comes from, nor where it is going,” so 
quietly does the Holy Spirit enter into a man’s heart 
and life when he is born anew. He asked Nicodemus 
to remember the story about the children of Israel in 
the wilderness, when mary were bitten by serpents, 
—how Mosés lifted up the brazen serpent on a pole, 
and all who looked and believed were saved. Then 
Jesus told Nicodemus a secret, that some day God's 
Son must be lifted .up (he meant on the cross), and 
that all who believed in him should be saved and 
have'everlasting life. Then he told why: ‘‘ For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

Go over the verse slowly in sections, perhaps 
writing it, answering these questions: Who loved ? 
What did he love? How much? And why? 

That is a long verse, but many people think it is 
the best verse in all the Bible. (Show John’s Gos- 
pel, and mark the verse.) In every country where 
the Bible is known people love that verse, because it 
tells about God’s gift of love for all the world, and 
that other wonderful gift, Life Everlasting, for all 
who believe (add that). 





OVE 
IFE EVERLASTING 


OD’S 


ers .* 











That night, when Jesus first spoke that verse, I 
think that Nicodemus knew it was the Son of God 
who was talking to him. (Add ‘‘ Son of God” to the 
quarter's diagram.) Three years afterward, when 
Jesus really was lifted up on the cross, Nicodemus 
was one of the two rich men who tenderly took the 
body down and laid it away (John rg : 39, 40). Once 
before, when some people were talking unkindly 
about Jesus, Nicodemus took his part (John 7 : §0, §1). 
I .think he proved. his love for Jesus by these kind 
acts. ‘* We love him because he first loved us.” 
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| Workers’ Questions Answered 





What School For My Son or Daughter? 


Parents who hope next year to send a son or a daughter to 
a preparatory school or college are already asking the question, 
“What kind of school shall I choose?" It is the desire of the 
Editor of the The Sunday School Times to give all possible assist- 
ance to fathers and mothers in the solution of this, frequently 
one of their most perplexing problems. Those who desire special 
information about a particular school, or who wish to be directed 
to a school in a specified section of the country, or who seek 
counsel as to the type of institution best adapted to the peculiar 
needs of individual students, are invited to write fully to the School 
Bureau of The Sunday School Times. 





Parents’ Problems 
By Patterson Du Bois 


I wish the column devoted to ‘‘ Parents’ Problems"’ ap- 
peared each week in The Sunday School ‘limes. so interesting 
do I find it. Our eight-year-old daughter seems to have ac- 
quired a habit of ascribing all good that comes to any member 
of the family as the direct result of her own prayers. Has one 
been ill, and there comes a day of noticeable improvement— 
she prayed about it last night. Does a pain or ache cease— 
she had just prayed about it. Is a lost article found, or any 
special credit given at school for well-prepared home-work— 
it is, she says, because she prayed for that special thing.: 

‘The first time I noticed this tendency was just after her 
fourth birthday. My wedding-ring (which fitted loosely after 
an illness) slipped from my finger, and rolled down a hot-air 
register out of sight. After some trouble I secured it again. 
While I was working she, entirely of her own accord, knelt 
down. She said, as soon as I got it. that God had let me get 
it because she prayed. I said, ‘*Yes."' Before many days 
had passed I had to suggest that it was better not to talk too 
much about it, for she told of it on. every possible occasion. 
We did not unduly make much of it, even at the time, merely 
assenting to her suggestion. 

Her word is not to be relied upon when she is telling of any- 
thing to her own credit, though she never tells an untruth to 
hide a fault. 

She never admits that she is sorry for wrong-doing to any- 
one except me [her mother], and to me she does not hesitate 
in the slightest, though to any one else the words stick in her 
throat, and it seems impossible for her to utter. them. She is 
very tender-hearted and impulsive, and is as obedient as her 
lack of application permits. 

I do not want her to lose faith in God, nor yet in herself, 
but at times I certainly do not know how ‘to deal with her. ¢ I 
shall be most thankful for any suggestion you may make. 

Here is a mother of unusual insight and balance. 
She knows that the child is sensitive, affectionate, 
loyal—which is better than a wooden obedience; that 
the child is not a wilful and deliberate falsifier, but 
that her over self-consciousness has obliterated the 
exact line between the real and the imaginary. 

State it this way : How shall the child be taught 
that true prayer takes no note of returns? Prayer 
is an affectionate fellowship with God, a throwing 
one’s self into his open arms and on his breast, and 
there pouring out one’s woes and wants and joys and 
praises. It isno bargaincounter, it sets up no gauge 
of God by apparent results. We make a mistake 
when we discuss whether this or that is an answer to 
prayer. Our business is to pray, and let God do the 
rest, without our subjecting him to the test of our 
weak-minded opinions. Many a child has been 
turned to skepticism by the disillusion of unanswered 


a ha 
low, this little girlis only eight yearsold. Her affec- 
tion for and trust in God are simple and implicit. It 
must be seen that they do not run to a tally ‘sheet, 
a profit and loss account, a mercantile valuation in 
terms of receipts set over against requests. There- 
fore the mother is right to discourage the child’s ten- 
dency toa priggish self-importance as an agent for 
the divine favor. The matter of concrete answers to 
concrete petitions must be especially avoided-in the 
child’s hearing, while the infinite love and’ benefi- 
cence of God must be exalted in terms of: adoration 
and reverential accent. Along with this, this‘partic- 
ular little girl should not be too much stimulated to 
the idea of being a universal helper and general phi- 
lanthropist. She is too young. . - 

We must never lese sight of the whimsy evanes- 
cences of childhood. Apparently menacing tenden- 
cies may often be starved out by making little of 
them. Under a generally healthy environment with 
occasional assistance of positive direction and con- 
trol, the tendency of moral as well as of physical 
nature is to right itself. Hammering at every fault 
eften hardens into permanence that which would 
slough off or wear itself out. 

There is a time coming when a more exact regimen 
with this child may be needed. Just now her self- 
consciousness requires, not snubbing, but the gen- 
tler disparagement of being unobserved, and, perhaps, 
occasionally advised with. The principal danger at 
present is the child's getting the idea that prayer is 
simply a means of material benefit,‘and that she is 
the efficient mediator in the process. _Out of this the 
shock of disillusion is sure to come sooner or later. 
The problem is to minimize the possibility of this 
shock by inducing-a different attitude to the self and 
toward God. The chief means for this are indirect, 
through exemplary environment and suggestion. 
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Lib’s Story 
By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


ITTLE Elizabeth Rowena Marietta York sat 
there under the maples in front of the old farm 
house. It was in Greenhills, the mountain 

village where the child lived and where on: many 
summer days I had listened to the simple stories she 
told. For she had a gift, almost the only one she 
possessed, of telling tales, original and full of hidden 
meaning. She was sadly crippled, a fragile, delicate, 
puny child, quite unlearned, unable even to read or 
write. But we who heard the allegories or parables 
which fell from her lips in the dialect of that northern 
hill country, learned many things we shall never for- 
get. Because of this one talent,—God-given, I like 
to believe,—she was known throughout that whole 
region as Story-tell Lib} and I never think of her by 
a other name. 

n this summer day as she sat there, her little 
crutch by her side, the sunlight drifting through the 
maple leaves upon the thin, white face and lighting 
it wp, she told the tale which follows. A little hump- 
backed boy of the village, called by the neighbors in 
love, not ridicule or contempt, Stoopin’ Jacob, had 
brought to his little lame friend a bunch of simple, 
spicy herbs, sarsaparilla, spearmint, pennyroyal, 
prince’s pine, and other such homely plants, prized 
for no beauty of bloom or leafage, but for certain 
wholesome, health-giving properties they possessed 
or were thought to possess. Little Lib held these 
herbs in her wasted hands and their penetrating odor 
came to us'as we sat there, comes to me now as I re- 
tell her story. 

Once there was a—I was goin’ to say a man, but 
mebbe I better say,—a: Person. Folks call him a 
dreadful lot o’ things, jest as he strikes ’em most, you 
iknow. Some allus speaks on him as the Shepherd, 
and it’s a good name-for him; for he has ever'n ever 
so many, sheep and he takes dreadfvl good care 
of"em, ,There never was. a sheep nian that minded 
his flocksso careful, allus seein’ that they shan’t 
want for.anything, takin’’em. out along the streams 

; to,;water.’em and. showin’ 'em where ‘the best pastur’s 
is ‘with, the: greenest, juiciest grass,.. And. the 
-lambs,—oh, you .ought, to, see ,him: tend to. the 
lambs ! , There: wa’n't never anybody so good to 
lambs.as him, .If..they’re, lost, strayin’ off from the 
mother sheep and. get scaret, or if they're hurted or 
sick.or—lame, why he jest, takes’’em right up in his 
arms and cuddles ’em.up close to him, inside his coat 
I.guess, and-he carries ’em till they feel easier. Oh, 
I'tell you, it’s terr’ble comfortin’. 

And there’s other people call him the Gard’ner, 
*cause he sets so by his garden and his posies and 
growin’ things. I’m a goin’ to tell you more about 
that part bimeby. Ag’in there’s folks speak about 
him as the: Physician,—that’s a doctor, you know, 
only a bigger word. That ain’t a bad name, neither, 
for he’s allus a curin’ and helpin’ ailin’ people, 
stren’thin’ folks that’s weak and tired, quietin’ them 
that’s fevered and nervy, and puttin’ them that lays 
awake too much, to sleep. Sometimes they say,— 
and I believe ‘em,—he makes deef men hear and blind 
men see. And he ties up hurts and puts ’istments 
and salves on ’em that takes out the ache, and,—oh, 
he’s just one o’ the bestest doctors, you never never 
see. So they call him one thing or ’nother as he 
*pears to’em. 

Sometimes they say he's like the sun, he’s so shinin’ 
and warmin’ and lightenin’ up and brightnin’. Some 
man said he was like a great big rose o’ some place 
or ’nother, makin’ the whole country ’round sweet- 
smellin’ and beautiful and bloomy, and—I tell ye 
there wa’n’t nobody ever called so many splendid 
names as that man,—I mean Person. But there’s 
one name they give him I like best of all and that’s 
Master. I don’t hardly know why I set so much by 
that name, only I kind o’ like to learn things, and to 
have somebody that’s got the say tell me ’zackly what 
todo. I like to have lessons give me and copies set 
for me, and I don’t scursely mind the punishin’ for 
breakin’ rules 4 mite, not if he does it. ’Taint real 
punishin’. ye know; it’s only jest showin’ you he 
notices and takes an int’rest and helps you to rec’lect 
you ain’t goin’ the way he showed you. So I call 
him. the Master most times, and I’m going to call him 
that now. . 

Well, he’s got a garden. Some holds he’s got ever 
so many gardens, but for me, seem’s if it was all one 
big, big garden, big as the whole airth, but sot off 
into lots of little gardens, all kinds, and different’s 
they dan be. Some on ’em’s full o’ big sightly posies, 
ever so high, all red and yeller and striped and 
spotted. Folks can see.”em from way off and they 
think they’re dreadful handsome, and they be. They 
chirk folks up and help ’em jest by growin’ up so 





From ‘ Simples from the Master's Garden,’’ Mrs. Slosson's 
new book, just published by The Sunday School Times Com- 
‘pany. Price, $1 net, postpaid. 


rugged and bein’ so healthy and sightly and sech. 
Then there’s gardens where all the posies are sweet 
smellin’ and the smell reaches never so fur off, and 
everybody that lives round that.deestrict smells ‘em 
and likes it and feels better for it. And—oh, there’s 
a terr’ble lot o’ gardens, and he knows ‘em every 
single one, and takes care on ’em all, different as 
they be. Well, one day there was somebody goin’ 
round ’mongst them gardens. I guess she was a girl 
and not avery bigone. And she wa’n’t very rugged. 
nor very nice lookin’, nor,—very spry ; mebbe she 
limped kind of, and had to have suthin’ to lean on 
when she walked. She had somebody else with her, 
kind o’ the same sort. He was a boy, and—there 
was suthin’ the matter with his back, and it hurt 
awful. He wa’n’t rugged neither, and he had a real 
hefty thing to carry ‘round, and he was a mite tired 
o’ doin’ it. 

So them two people couldn't do scursely anything 
for the Master and it made ’em real sorry and kind o’ 
shamed, for they liked that Master. Well, as I was 
tellin’ ye, they was walkin’ round them gardens of 
his’n one time, that girl a limpin’ along and him a 
stoopin’ over with all he'd got to carry about and both 
on ’em sort o’ feelin’ inside—if they didn’t really talk 
it out—that they wa’nt much ’count and never could 
do a single thing to help that Master o’ theirn. And 
they liked him. They see the big sightly posies, high 
and straight and rugged, shinin’ with red and yeller 
till it ’most made their eyes water, and they smelt 
the sweet’ smellin’ blooms, like roses and lilies and 
all, and they see trees and bushes jest jam full o’ 
fruit and berries for hungry and thirsty folks. They 
see plants sent off to stand in meetin’ houses Sundays 
and learn folks things; they see posies ail shinin’ 
white to pick and put ’round little dead children, and 
—oh, they see such lots o’ splendid handsome blowths 
that looked ’s if they was allus doin’ good to folks 
someways, and it made ’em sorry for theirselves. 

Pretty soon the bright colored posies tired their 
eyes and the:sweet smells was most too Sweet and 
the trees most too high to look up at, so they turned 
off into a kind o’ shady place way back in a corner, 
and there they see the queerest little garden; it 
looked ’s if it made itself and ’s if nobody tended it. 
There wa’ht no shinin’ colors in it, no tall, sightly 
plants, no roses rior lilies, nothin’ but weedsy, greeny 
things, with teenty bits o’ humly posies on some ‘on 
‘em or bunches’ o’ seedsy lookin’ green things for 
blowth. They was close ‘down to the dirt; sometimes 
spranglin” over ita’ mite, but never climbin’ up high. 
‘They wasn’t trimmed off nor trained up much, nor 
weeded I guess, ’cause they looked like weeds their- 
selves, The girl,'she jest says ‘‘Oh, my!” And the 
boy says right after her, ‘‘Oh, my!” Then they kep’ 
quiet. It’pearedsoterr’ble sprisin’ to find that humly 
weedy lot o’ plants in the Master’s garden. 

Bimeby one on ’em says, ‘‘ Mebhe he don't know 
about it, it’s way off back here in the corner.” 

‘* Guess that’s so,” says the other, ‘for there ain’t 
no bright colors to show and no sweet smell to reach 
folks fur off, so I bet he ain’t never took notice o’ this 
place 't all.” 

‘*T don’t see how, that can be, though,” says t’other 
one, ‘* for they say he takes notice of everything, even 
little specks o’ chippy birds tumblin’ out o’ their nests; 
so it stands to reason he’s seen this.” 

‘*You’d think he’d a dug it up then,” says the 
other, ‘‘ and set out some scrumptious posies here,” 

‘*I guess he’s givin’ it one more chance,” says the 
other feller, ‘‘they say he’s great on givin’ chances, 
the Master is.” 

‘Well, he'll root it out pretty soon,” one says, 
‘*that is, if he takes notice of it ’t all. But I don't 
b’leeve he ever comes ’round this place. He must 
set so much by them big, handsome posies I bet he 
stays over there most times.” 

Just then they heerd a voice and they looked ’round 
and they see a Angel. They’d seen ’em before and 
they knowed right of what it was. It spoke most in 
a whisper and it said, ‘‘ Look there.” And they 
looked and they see the Master. He was walkin’ in 
his garden and they kep’ dreadful still, but they 
watched him. He come along by the big handsome 
posies and looked at ’em satisfied like, but he didn’t 
stop. And he walked by the sweet smellin’ blowths 
and you could see he took notice of the nice smell 


| Spreadin’ all ’round never so fur, and he liked it but 
; he: didn’t stop. And he see the shinin’ white lilies 


showin’ folks how clean and white things can be, and 
then he most stopped. The young ones they thinks 
to theirselves, ‘‘ Mebbe he’s come down into the gar- 
den to pick lilies,” but he didn’t stop. He passed 
right along by the trees and the bushes jam full @’ 
fruit and berries, and he looked ’s if he knowed ’em 
every one by their fruit, but he went right on without 
stoppin’. - 

And fust thing they knowed there he was close to 
*em and right by that little common jookin' weedsy 
bed. They kep’ dreadful still, but they watched 
him. They thought he’d show he wa'n't jest 
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sat’sfied and mebbe he’d begin pullin’ up the plants 
that instant minute or tellin’ his hired men to do it. 
But they see sech a pleased kind o’ lovin’ look 
come over his face and he stopped. He stooped 
down and felt o’ the leaves, sort of smoothin’ ’em 
down’s if he liked to touch ’em, and he picked some 
on ’em soft and gentle like and held ‘em up to his 
face, and then the child’un begun to notice there was, 
after all, a real nice smell, a mite bitter, but kind o’ 
sweet, all spicy and woodsy that comesfrom them 

Jants and the air jest 'round ‘em was full of it and 
it made ’em feel good and more rugged right off. 

They didn’t know what it all meant till the Angel 
spoke to ’em again in a kind o’ whisper but so’s they 
heerd every word, It told’em that corner full o’ 
weedsy, common-lookin’ things was one of the Mas- 
ter’s fav'rite posy-beds, nothin’ sat’sfied him. mor'n 
that. For every single plant in it was a healin’ 
plant, good for some sickness or ache or hurt, and 
they give sech little trouble, jest keepin’ there in that 
back corner, in the shade, growin’ and breathin’ out 
their sweet and bitter and-woodsy smell. Sometimes, 
the Angel said, they had to be hurt a mite, their 
leaves took off to use to stop pain, their blowth all 
picked to help the ailin’ and again their roots their- 
selves dug up for doct'rin’ them that needed that 
kind. But they took it all pleasant and patient, let- 
tin’ go their leaves and their blooms theirselves to 
help, and loosenin’ their roots away from the dirt so’s 
to come up easy when they was needed. And they’d 
let their stems be broke right off without a speck o’ 
complainin’, only jest serddin’ out each time ‘twas 
done, a sweeter, spicier smell that done good to all 
the folks ’round, 

‘*The Master sets lots by this garden, I tell ye,” 
says the Angel.very soft, ‘‘and mebbe you think that 
seein’ he does, he might give ’em a better local’ty to 
grow in than this back corner where it’s so shady 
and dark and hid away. ButI tell ye, mebbe—and 
it’s ‘mor’n likely too—he’s goin’ to have ’em moved 
‘fore long and set out in one of his very bestest garden 
spots nigh his own home.” All of a sudden the 
Angel went away, quick but soft, for the Master was 
oon agh by. He had a little bunch o’ leaves in his 
hand, and there was the nicest smell, kind of bitter 
and sort o’ sweet, come to the child’un waitin’ there 
and wishin’, wishin’ hard, they could do the leastest 
little bit of a thing to help folks and show how much 
they liked the Master. They didn’t think he'd seen 
him 't all, for they was a scroochin’ in the very dark 
est corner, hidin’ away so’s not to pester him any. 
But jest as he was goin’ by ’em he turned his head a 
maite and looked at ’em, and he smiled, Seems’s if 
he see ’em, but I ain’t certain sure, 'cause—wa'n't it 
sing’lar ?—’t was most zackly the same kind o’ smile 
they'd. seen.on his featur’s when he was lookin’ at the 
poor humly, weedsy plants in that little dark back 
garden. , 

Jest then they see the Angel had come back and 
was standin’ close by’em. And one o’ the child’un 
says in a teenty whisper to the Angel, ‘‘ Did ye see 
the Master a smilin'?” 

‘*Sure,” the Angel whispers back. ‘‘Seems’s if 
he was lookin’ our way,” says tother one, ‘ but I 
guess he was on’y jest thinkin’ o’ that air fay’rite 
posy bed o’ his’n and them poor humly, weedsy 
plants that’ done all they could for folks—and for 
him.” 

‘* Like as not ; like as not,” says the Angel. 


od 


An Adventure 
By Grace Stone Field 


UT of his soft warm bed so white 
A little lad crept, in the dead of night ; 
The moon slipped under a cloud and hid, 
Only the stars saw what he did. 


Down in the hall the light burned dim, 
His funny shadow bowed to him ; 

and a little mouse squeaked shrill in fright 
To see a child in the dead of night. 


Somewhere, somehow, this laddie dear 

Had heard strange tales of the midnight drear ; 
Things that fairies and brownies did 

Under the friendly darkness hid. 


He did not see a single thing, 

Except the mouse that ran from him ! 
*Till the clock struck one, and back to bed 
He took himself and his sleepy head. 


And so he said, as he cuddled down, 

“ Folks do just nothing in this town 

In the dead of night but sleep and s-l-e-e-p!” 
And that’s the very best thing to-do 

In the dead of night, I think, don’t you ? 


LITCHFIELD, CONN. 
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There is no better means of obtaining rest 
and recreation, no pleasanter way to get 
close to Nature and her beauties, than taking 


A Trip to California 
This charming coast-land is a paradise of 


flowers, delightful scenery and rare climate. 
The journey means most when taken on 


The Overland Limited 


of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
and St. Paul Ry. 


By far the most luxurious’ and exclusive of 
transcontinental trains. Perfect in every Py 
appointment; excellent service in dining, 
sleeping and library-observation cars. 
Spacious, well-ventilated berths ; electric 
lighted throughout. 

Leaves Union Passengér Station, Chicago, 
6.05 p. m., arriving California in less than 
three days, Another good train leaves at 

10,10 ‘p. m., Carrying through standard 


and tourist sleepers, Literature upon 
addressing : 


STATE CAPITOL, SACRAMENTO 
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PASADENA, 


‘BUFFALO 
LITHIA SPRINGS WATER 


Strong Testimony From the 
University of Virginia. 


“IT SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED AS AN ARTICLE OF MATERIA MEDICA” 


CALIFORNIA 














Surgery in the Me@ical Department of the University of Virginia, and Pres 
in Uric Acid Diathesis is 


hose’ ath: BUFFALO LITHIA WATER a well-known therapeutic 


resource. It should be recognized by the profession as an article of Materia Medica. ” 
“NOTHING TO COMPARE WITH IT IN PREVENTING URIC ACID 
DEPOSITS IN THE BODY.” 


Dr. P. B. Barringer, Chairman of Faculty and Professor of Physiology, 
wg Stara of Virginia, yee epee a.: ‘‘After twenty years’ practice Ihave 
no hesitancy in stating that for prompt re- 
sults I have found nothin to compare with BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 
in preventing Uric Acid Deposits in the body’’ 

“I KNOW OF NO REMEDY COMPARABLE TO IT.” 


Wm. B. Towles, M. D., late Prof. of Anatomy and Materia Medica, Uni- 
versityof Va: ‘In Uric Acid Diathesis, Gout, Rheumatism, Rheumatic Gout, 


Renal Calculi and Stone in the Bladder, BUFFALO LITHIA WATER Spring 


I know of no remedy comparable to 


Voluminous medical testimony sent on request. For sale by the general 
drug and mineral water trade. 


BUFEALO LITHIA SPRINGS WATER C2 Sprines, vincina 
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What to Do on Decision Day 





Sirice Decision Day is observed in so many Sunday-schools in February,—-the 
first Sunday of the month is a favorite day,—th2 Editor has asked Superintendent 
Frank L. Brown, of the great Bushwick Avenue Central Sunday-school in Brook- 
lyn, to tell the readers of The Sunday School Times something about the methods 
so successfully used, under Mr. Brown’s guidance, that each year for more than 
twenty years from one hundred to two hundred pupils have united with the church, 





DEAR SCHOLAR : 


Bushwick Avenue M. E. Sunday-School 
Strictly Confidential 


Will you read the heading of the columns numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and tell me just 
where you stand, by placing a mark X in the column which describes your position. 





® Affectionately, 
F. L. BROWN, Supt. 
’ : I 2 3 | 4 | 5 
Please write your name here; I promise 
, I want to | [ ask the | to pray for 
sama T am nota | 
Fe vot ase Haye bea | prayers of |myself that 
a0 2s PMCS. ase. 6.0 (8 ee ali Cartetion: | Carlote Christian | Christians. | 1 may bea 
Christian. 











please sign your name here. 





If you have not. already decided that you will be'a Christian and are willing to decide now, 








duce Christlikeness in the pupil. The 

driving-wheel to the goal is the spirit- 
ual atmosphere of the school and the personal 
life of the teacher. The power is prevailing 
prayer, gripping God, producing harmony 
with his plans, and a passion of love for the 
unsaved pupil, 

There is a time when the vision of Christ 
as Saviour,..Lord and Friend. should become 
the pupil’s precious personal experience, en- 
riching forever,—the -diamond: ‘point of 
character. To bring this ‘time to the’ in; 
dividual life is thé high-priestly function of 
pastor, officers, and teacher, Decision Day 
furnishes one such school opportunity in. the 
course of the year. 

Decision Day should not come as a wrench, 
but as a climax. It should not be an isolated 
day, but rather a point at which the normal 
spiritual life and longing of the school breaks 
through: into expression. Instead of one 
harvest day there would then be many. 

When I was in Egypt last May, they were 


| harvesting and threshing the wheat along the 


rich Nile valley. That crop was the result of 
the annual Nile overflow. But soon, by 
means of the storage of the immense Assouan 
reservoir, they will be able to irrigate this 
valley, producing not one, but three crops a 
year. The perpetual harvest in the Sunday- 
school is the Lord’s plan I believe, if there is 
the constant irrigation of prayer and expectant 
faith. 

What can the superintendent do to further 
plans for a rich harvest on the Decision Day 
of the Sunday-school World? I will suggest 
only plans which have been actually tested. 

He should ascertain,—six weeks prior to 
Decision Day,—the church relationship of 
the pupils as a basis of plan and effort. This 
can be accomplished by means of class lists, 
furnished by.the secretaries to the teacher, 
with a column in which the teacher is to in- 





dicate whether or not the pupil is a church 


| member, or in training for church member- 


James L. Cabell, M. D., A. M., LL. D., former Prof. Physiology and | 


ship. This information will be valuable to 
both teacher and superintendent. 

The superintendent should distribute to 
teachers in advance, the literature that will 


| emphasize the day and the teacher’s responsi- 


| fore Decision 
| Decision 


bility for it, including such choice leaflets as 
**A Soul-Saving Sunday-school’’ by Wells 
and Schauffler (The Sunday School Times 
Co.), ‘*My Class for Jesus ’’ (American 
Tract Society, N. Y.), ** Decision Day in 


the Sunday-School ’’ by J,. Wilbur Chapman, | 


** The. Early Conversion of Sunday-School 
Scholars’’ by A. F. Schauffler, D.D. ‘*‘ Be- 
Day, Decision Day, After 
Day’’ by -Theo. .S. Henderson 
(Eaton & Mains, N. Y.), all written by ex- 
perts in soul-winning. 

The superintendent can put in-the teachers 
hands for distribution to scholars wisely 
written leaflets, such as ‘‘ What am I asked 
to do on Decision Day’’ by J. R.-Miller, 
D.D. (The Sunday School Times Co.) ‘* Will 
You Not Come’’ by Havergal (M. E. 


Munsen, Bibie House, N. Y.). 


HE goal of the Sunday-school is to pro- | 





He can mail to his scholars before the day 
a letter that may express his heart longing 
for their conversion. The following letter 
was mailed one year to the scholars of the 
Intermediate and Senior grades who were 
not enrolled as members or probationers of 
the church : 
DEAR FRIEND; 

: I am deeply interested in your life. 
It has great possibilities. .. You are. at a point of 
lite where. you are thinking and deciding. You 
wish to make of your life one that shall be pute 
and ‘strong and true, oné that shall’ respond to 
the best. May-t.as your friend ask that in this 
time of the making of life’s ideals, when you 
are-laying the foundation of yourcharacter and 
destiny, you will make one choice, one decision, 
that will mean. the happiness,: the sictess, of all 
the years that fellew, gnd that you will make it 
NOW? . pie Me Nh) OR OE 
- Seme of the best decisionsof our fife are the 
quiet ohes, ©. "The dhé lam asking’ you: to make 
is the most important of-any-in your life. May 
I suggest that in making it, if not already made, 
you will in the quiet of your room kneel before 
(Continued on next page, second column) 
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Some Hard Knocks 
Woman Gets Rid of ‘‘ Coffee Heart.’’ 

The injurious action of Coffee on the 
heart of many persons is well known by 
physicians to be caused. by. caffeine. 
This is the drug found by chemists in 
coffee and tea. 

A woman suffered a long time with 
severe heart trouble and finally her doc- 
tor told her she must give up coffee, 
as that was the principal cause of the 
trouble. She writes : 

‘* My heart was so weak it could not 
do its work properly. My husband 
would sometimes have to carry me from 
the table, and it would seem that I would 
never breathe again. 

‘‘The doctor told me that coffee was 
causing the weakness of my heart. He 
said I must stop it, but it seemed I could 
not give it up until I was down in bed 
with nervous prostration. 

‘*For eleven weeks I lay there and 
suffered. Finally husband brought home 
some Postum and I ‘quit coffee and. 
started new and right. ‘Slowly I got 
well. Now I do not have any head- 
aches, gor those spells with weak heart. 
We know it is Postum that helped me. 
The Dr. said the other day, ‘I never 
thought you would be what you are.’ 
I used to weigh 92 pounds and now I 
weigh 158. 

‘* Postum has done much for me and I 
would not go back to coffee again for 
any money, for I believe it would kill 
me if I kept at it. Bostum must be 
well boiled like the directions on pkg. 
say, then it has a rich flavor and with 
cream is fine.” Name given by the 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. Read 
‘* The Road to Wellville,” found in pkgs. 
‘* There's a Reason.” 











LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 2 (John 3: 















A 
Tiny 
Timekeeper 


There are other tiny watches, 
but the one worthy to bear 

the name which always and 
everywhere stands for relia- 
bility and excellence must be 

a timekeeper. This dainty little 
watch is called the 


Lady Elgin 


It isin every respect a true Elgin 
—made as small as consistent 
with Elgin perfection. The small- 
est watch made in America — the 
illustration shows its actual size. 
Every Elgin Watch is fully guar- 
anteed — all jewelers have them. 


Send for “The Watch,” a story 
of the time of day. 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH COMPANY 
Elgin, Illinois 
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What to Do on Decision Day 


( Continued from preceding page) 


God and honestly ask him, ‘‘ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?" And his answer will 
come, I believe, in the words of John, ‘* Be- 
hold, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.’’ And then the Master can 
aah heard saying, ‘‘ Follow me."’ ‘‘Come and 


om are many questions which may come 
to your life after you begin to follow him, but 
there is one safe way in which you can have 
them decided. ‘‘ What would JESUS do?" 

I am very anxious for your sake, and for the 
sake of the Master who needs your life, and 
who tenderly pleads with you, that before the 
new year has grown older you should record 
your decision to be his, and let me know it on 
the enclosed card. Will you kindly, thought- 
fully, after prayer, fill out the card, and hand 
or send it to me by Sunday, February 5, whic’: 
we are all looking forward to as a great Deci- 
sion Day. I shall pray that your decision shall 
mean the acceptance, and not rejection, of him 
‘*Behcld, I stand at the door and 


I shall be very glad to have you write or talk 
to me frankly at any time concerning your 
questions and difficulties, for I want to help 
yvouifIcan. Feel perfectly free to do this, for 
I shall appreciate your confidence, and want 
you to count me as your friend. 

Cordially yours, 
F, L. BROWN. 


To the teachers was sent the following 


letter to assure their co-operation in prayer | 


and effort for the day: 


DEAR TEACHER : 

During the week following January 
22 I shall send to all of the scholars in your 
class, who are not on our church books as 
members or probationers, a personal appeal to 
decide to live a Christian life. With that ap- 
peal I will enclose a decision which I shall ask 
them to sign and hand or mail to me by Sun- 
day, February 5, which we hope shali be a 
great Decision. Day in our senior and interme- 
diate departments. 

May | ask that during these next few weeks 
you will be much in prayer for your scholars, 
remembering them daily by name, and as op- 
portunity comes, in the lesson and individually, 
bear home lovingly, wisely, the claims of the 


Master for their love and life and service, and | 


their need of him ? 

A few words of prayer with your class, as 
they shall bow their heads before or after the 
lesson, may be very helpful in assisting their 
decisions, and bring home to their hearts the 
truth. 

This is the chief end of our work. This may 
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wogr a jUST PUBI OuT OF Poe” 


100 sew sags SUST PUBLISHED Trt: 


Boards $25—Cloth $30 per 100—35c & 40c postpaid 
Returnable copies mailed to * earnest inqguirers”’ 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chiesge 








Yes, there are books— 
decidedly practical little 
books—on the most effect- 
ive ways to do Sunday- 
school work, 

They are inexpensive. 
They tell you just how. 

Take a postal card right 
now and ask for The Sun- 
day School Times Co, hand- 
book catalogue. 




















Classified Advertising 
Agents Wanted 


AGENTS— —$300 every*month | 

seven-piece kitchen set. Send fc 
ment of $12 daily 
free. S. Thomas 








our wonderful 
or sworn state- 
Outfit 
Dayton, 0. 


=. Exclusive territory. 
ifz as Mfg. Co., 285 F. St, 


Patents 


P? ATENTS obtained and trade marks registered. Ap- 
plications carefully drawn. Moderate charges. 
Our booklet ‘‘ Concerning Patents’’ mailed free. 
Calver & Calver, Patent Attorneys, Washington, D. C. 
(Formerly Examiners U. S. Patent Office. ) 











Soothe the throat and s o> 
a hacki cough. ‘ | 
and simple remedy. “7 boxes only. 


| the pupils it is hoped to reach. 


be the crucial time for some souls in your class 
who have been redeemed by the precious blood 
of Christ. Be instant in prayer! -Persuade by 
life and word! Seek for a fresh baptism of the 
Holy Spirit upon your own life. Keep close to 
the Master. God will, I believe, wonderfully 
honor his Word in the salvation of many souls, 
if we prove faithful to him. 
Cordially yours, 
F. L. BROWN. 


The superintendent should gather the 


| teachers for earnest prayer during the week 
and Sundays previous to Decision Day for 


personal preparation and earnest prayer for 
At an agreed 
hour in the day, at home or in business, the 
teathers should be united in prayer 
pupils. 

The night before Decision Day, the super- 
intendent should arrange to meet his teachers 
for final details and prayer, to instruct with 
reference to procedure as to distribution of 
cards for special effort. 

The program of the Sundays prior to De- 


cision Day, in songs and Scripture responses, 


should breathe the heart of the gospel. 

But back of all success—the foundation of 
all success—on Decision Day is the teacher’s 
life and work. ,. Higher than the teacher’s 
life the pupil will rarely climb. The ques- 
tion was asked in a school, ‘‘ If Jesus Christ 
was to come to earth, who do: you think he 
would be like?’’ And the answer came 
from a scholar, ** Like my teacher.’’ 

‘*Ts that Jesus over there ?’’ was asked 
by one of our kindergarten scholars conte1n- 
ing one of our superintefdents whose face 
shone from talking with God. 

Said a little girl when asked how she be- 
came a Christian: ‘‘I first loved my teacher, 
then my teacher’s Bible, then my teacher’s 
Christ.”’ 

Dr. Gifford tells of a young business man 
in his Buffalo Sunday-school who led to 
Christ seventy-five young men of his class 
from seventeen to twenty-five years of age. 
He said the secret was that this teacher was 
a ‘* past-master’”’ in the art of prayer.’’ 

A Boston merchant, who had wonderful 
success in winning his class, it was discov- 
ered, spent a good portion of his noon hour 
in prayer. 


for | 


SCHOOL TIMES), 


Wee Wohian 


who has WASHING ‘and 
CLEANING to do uses 


PEARLINE— —MODERN SOAP. 








WHY? ? 


Soap —The 
Scientific Way of using Soap—the 
Way and the Soap that do away 
with the Rub bing and thus relieve 
Women: of the most objectionable 
| all I lousehold Work—and pro- 
long the life of the things Washed. 
GENTEEL 
ATE 
FABRICS DEMAND PEARLIN 
Nae users are ignorantiy extrava- 
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fecause PEAR 
INE isScientific 


directions teach the 


WOMEN APPRECI 
PEARLINE — DELICATE 


gant of Time, Health and Clothes. 








| A teacher who had won three classes ‘to 
Christ gave as the secret that she had re- 


| From the knees to the class spells power. 
| It has been said that one prayer with a 
| boy is worth forty for him. If you can have 
that prayer with the pupil at your home, so 
much the better, 
The teacher’s personal ietter urging de- 
| pupil. 


If the teacher writes, prays, 


day in the pupil’s life. 

Perhaps no one ‘method should be em- 
ployed every year in registering the personal 
decision. of the papil. Cards have sometimes 
| been distributed ‘by the ‘teacher at a given 
| signal by the ‘superintendent, the superin- 
| tendent explaining the purpose from the 
| platform, Then an earnest prayer was offered 
| before signatures were invited or opportunity 
| for silent prayer was given. 
| Sometimes thé cards, with us, are a simple 
| declaration : 








I have decided to accept Christ as 
my Saviour, and to live a Christian life. 


Name, 
Address, 











The larger card, as reproduced at the head 
of this article, has been used with excellent 
results. 

At other times officers and teachers have 
come to the platform or within the aitar, and 
the scholars invited forward for decision 
while some stirring invitation-song was sung. 
Whole classes of the senicrs have bowed at 
the altar under these appeals. And again 
the young men have been massed in a sepa- 
rate service and their manhood appealed to, 
with some remarkable decisions, while an- 
other service was proceeding for the young 
ladies. Said one of these young men, who 
had made-a whole-hearted decision, to his 
consecrated teacher: ‘* This has been the 
best afternoon of my life.’’ Said another: 
**T’m glad I’m one of the fellows that helped 
to make you happy.’’ 

Often, after an earnest general appeal, 
those deeply interested are asked to stay to 
a smaller after-service where many decisions 
have been made. 

Separate meetings are held in the junior 
and intermediate departments where, if the 
appeal is rightly put, the harvest seems 
always ripe for the sickle. Recently in these 
two departments, after a very careful presen- 
tation of the claims of Christ, over half of 
those present expressed their determination 
to be Christians, 

The normal results of these Decision Day 
and other efforts is the annual ingathering 
from the schooi into our church membership 
of 100 to 200 scholars. This has been the 
record for nearly 22 years. Two years ago 
at one church service over 100 joined from 
the Sunday: school. 

What shall be done with those deciding ? 
Gather them into week-day training classes 
with the pastor or some wise worker as in- 
structor. We have such classes for boys 
and girls and young people of the Sunday- 


cision is a mighty factor in the winning of the | 
and | 
| pleads defore Decision Day, that day is more | 
| than likely to be a declaration or confession | 


membered her girls by.name daily in prayer. | 








school, Place in their hands such leaflets as 
the ‘*Christian Life Card’? (Alexander & 
Meyer, Denver), ‘‘ First Principles for Young 
Christians’’ by F. W. Hannan, D.D. (Eaton 
& Mains, New York), ‘* Newly Enlisted’’ 
by Dr. Cuyler, **The Holy Book’’ (Asher 
Publishing Co., St. Paul), and place under 
their feet the rock foundation of the pivotal 
Bible truths. 

The organized activities of the Sunday- 
school class and, Sunday-school should fur- 
nish a channel for the expression of the new 
life in Christ, in winning others, bearing 
personal testimony, Sunshine Bands, Kings’ 
Messengers, for shut-ins and sick, —and ‘that 
growing movement in the missionary -field 
that so attractively invites the thought and 
gift of the young disciple whose aroused love 
spans the seas in its effort to make this new 
found Saviour the possession of the world. 














Mr. Superintendent : 

If you want something in- 
teresting, fresh and inspiring every 
Sunday, use 


Dr. Pell’s 
S.S. Programs 


Unlike any other programs. Pre- 
pared by the author of the famous 


lesson help, PELL’S NOTES. 
Sample sent on request. 


ROBERT HARDING CO., Richmond, Va. 


All the world’s books and Sunday-school supplies 
in addition to our own. 














Ghe Sunday School Cimes 


Philadelphia, January 18, 1908 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 
75 cts Five or more copies, either to 

* separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 

One copy, or any number of 

$ 1 -0O copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will sd Ma 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 





five years, 
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This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn’t slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the poe can 
be kept we oreey J clean by SAPOLIO 
tubbed lightly on with a brush ora 
Scloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 
























HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Hear the seript nume of Stewart 
artehorn on la : 

Get ‘‘ improved,’’ no tacks required 
‘Wood Rollers . Tin Rollers 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, February 2: The Real Heart 
of Christian Endeavor (Col. 3 : 1-4, 
12-25; 4 : 1-6.) (Christian En- 
deavor Day. Consecration Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoN.—The covenant (Heb. 8 : 8-13). 
TUES.—The devotional meeting (Matt. 
- 21 : 18-22). 

ED.—Bible study ( = 5: a 
THURS.—Worship ( 
FRI.—Work (John 14: Peak 


Sat.—Faith in Christ (Psa. 2: 1-12). 











Name clauses of the pledge that might be 
better kept. 


How oop our worship be more inspiring and 
helpful ? 


Name some kinds of service our society 
might do. 


HE two great words are ‘‘life’’ and 
‘*death,’? Their real order, however, 
is the reverse. ‘I am dead with 

Christ,’’ says Paul, ‘‘nevertheless I live.’’ 
We die to all that is bad and low and fleet- 
ing, in order that we may live to what is 
worthy and high and abiding. ‘* The old 
man ’’ is Paul’s picturesque way of describing 
all that ought to be got rid of, what must be 
slain and cast out, or what, to put it other- 
wise, we must die to. 
nothing to each other. ‘*The new man’? is 
his complementary phrase describing what 
must come to birth in us or what we must 
become alive to. It matters little which 
way we put it, Christ must live in us. We 
must live in-Christ. If we will live in 
Christ, he will live in us. 
4 

An old soldier of the Civil War, who had 
lived a wild life, but who had put off the old 
man with his deeds, and had put on and be- 
come the new man in Christ Jesus, once put 
it all vividly when he said: ‘‘It is this way 
with Christ and me. He died my death for 
me that I might live his life for him.’’ Once 
for all, for all who by faith live in him, 
Christ slew the old man and set us free from 


” 





00, YOUR, OWN 


5 press prints ca abels, etc. Circu 

ook, newspaper press $18 
saver, make’ ll easy, rules sent. 
factor PR ress catalo: 





Money 
W rite 





wf RESS CO., Meriden, Conn. 
reser o L1GHT 


estimate free. 1, P, Frink, 551 Pearl St., New York. 











Railroad Man 
Didn't Like Being Starved 


-A man running on a railroad has to 
be in good condition all the time or he 
is ‘iable todo harm to himself and others. 

A clear head is necessary to run a 
locomotive or conduct a train. 


are matters of importance, as the clear 
brain and steady hand result from the 
healthy appetite followed by the proper 
digestion of food. 

“For the past five vears,” writes a 
tailroader, ‘‘I have been constantly 
troubled withindigestion. Every doctor I 
consulted seemeéc to want to starve me to 
death. First I was dieted on warm water 
and toast until I was almost starved; 
then, when they would let me eat, the 
indigestion would be right back again. 

‘**Only temporary relief came from 
remedies, and [ tried about all of them 
I saw advertised. About three months 
ago a friend advised me to try Grape- 
Nuts food. The very first day I noticed 
that my appetite was satisfied, which had 
not been the case before, that I can re- 
member. 

‘*In a week, I believe, I had more en- 
ergy than ever before in my life. Ihave 
gained seven pounds and have not had 
a touch of indigestion since I have 
been eating Grape-Nuts. When my 
wife saw how much good this food was 
doing me she thought she would try it 
awhile. We believe the 
Grape-Nuts found the ‘ Perfect Food.’” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle | 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘* The Road to Well- | 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 


PRINTING: 


type, paper, etc. | 


Even a, 
railroad man’s appetite and digestion | 


discoverer of | 


his bondage that we might live the life of the 
new man in the freedom of the Spirit. 


We and it must be | 


BURPEE’S 


(Lesson for Feb. 2) JANUARY 18, 1908 


that can be grown, you should read 


BURPEE'S FARM ANNUAL FOR 1908, 


If you want the 
Best Seeds 


so well known as the “Leading American Seed Catalog.” It is mailed FREE to all. 


Better write TO-DAY. 








portfolio. 


portfolio. 


W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





The Tissot 
Colored Bible Pictures 


IN SETS 


Set No. 1.—25 selected pictures for the International 
Lessons from January to June. 

Set No. 2.—-New Testament pictures. 

$1.00, postpaid. 

Set No. 3.—-Old Testament pictures. 

$1.00, postpaid. 


25 cents, postpaid. 
120 in a neat 


120 in a neat 


These beautiful colored pictures are faithful reproductions of the 
famous ‘Tissot paintings which were so widely exhibited in this country. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

















- 
| ‘The new man”’ isa man. Christianity 
| goeés up into heaven in order that it may 
|come down upon earth, It derives there 
power for life and work here. ‘‘Set your 
mind,’™ says Paul, ‘‘ upon the things that are 
|above.’’ Why? That we may be able to 
**put to death our members which are upon 
the earth.”’ Service and benevolence and 
charity and purity are all expressions of a 
life. The life is invisible and divine. There- 
fore, because it is so, and only because it is 
so, it bears fruit that is visible and human. 
We must live in heaven in order to be able 
to live the heavenly life on earth. 


“ 
There are peopie who are carried away by 


the cheap and superficial idea that all we | 


need is social service anc ‘ellowship. We 
do indeed need these’ things, just as we need 
apples from our apple-tree. But -ow do we 
wish to get them, from a tfee on which they 
grew, or from a tree on which .they are tied 
from another tree on which they did grow? 
The tr aths of Chris.ianity are not theoretical 
or metaphysical. They are vital. There 
can be no living fruit save on living trees, 
‘* course, ~.1 Christian truth is a truth of 
principle. It is a truth of life, and therefore 
a truth beyond mere physics. But to pooh- 
pooh it on these grounds is like the talk of 
men who depreciate engineering. The en- 
gineer may sit in his office and think and 
draw on paper. It is all theoretical. But 
the result is a bridge that thousands of people 
pass over daily. It is so of the central 
Christian truth. 
b 

The heart of things is life in Christ, is 
Christ in life. 

Without this there is no heait in things. 

How much life is there where there is no 
heart ? 





j GREEK- -Hebrew Simplified. "New system. “Mas- 
tered by a boy at home. Year's course,$30. Monthly 
Bible Institute, Shores St., 


payments. ‘launton, Mass. 


| DEQREE COURSES AT HOME. Write Pres. C 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 








A Savings 

Account 

Bearing 

6 Per Cent 
Interest and absolutely 


secured by first mortgages on improved 
real estate deposited in trust with one of 
the strongest trust companies in Balti- 
more, is surely an ideal investment; 
Money to bear this rate must be left on 
Certificate of Deposit for two years, but 
it-is absolitely secured and the interest 
is paid by check every six months. 


On deposits subject to withdrawal 





at any time 5 per cent is paid. 


Write for the 6 per cent booklet. It tells 


the whole story. 


Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 

















VIRGINIA FARMS a2 HOMES 


Productive soil, mild, any climate. Splendid 
markets. Write for catalog 


R. B. CHAFFIN & co. +» Inc., Richmond, Va. 











Real Estate 
PROFITS 
GUARANTEED 


The New York Realty Owners Co, 
puts together the dollars of meny 
people, who share in the profits pos- 
sii le only where large capital is em- 
ployed. Preferred Bond S' ares with 
6% Guaranteed are sold at $100 each. 
Hundreds of people have for twelve 
years received regular incomes from 
this Company. 

“It will he hardly disputed that city 
real estate judiciously bought and man- 
aged, ranks among the safest forms of in- 
vestment. -Sometimes this method of 
investment is compared with the buying 
of Government bonds, but there is this 
difference—the real estate not ony yields 
double the return by way of income, but 
the principal itself keeps.on augmentin 

in value with successive years.’ —NE 


YORK TIMES. 
WRITE FOR BOOKLET T 


New York Realty Owners Co. 
ASSETS, $2,500,000: --* 
489 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 











FARM 
2 = MORTGAGES 


Orrer A SAFE AND DESIRABLE MEDIUM OF 


INVESTMENT 


Not affected by stock panics or financial 
stringency. Income sire. 

Our Mortgages never exceed one-third 
aétua! valuation of properties. 

Every farm examined by. our salaried 
ins’ tors. 
eat “collected and remitted without 

nse to investors. 

ur Field, the rich and wonderful 


a STATE OF OKLAHOMA 


Write for list and information. 


The Jefferson Feast Co., Rot lzsras. 
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Sower 
No Second Chance 


Good sense says make the most 
of the first. 


FERRI’S 


have made Ss k wd Seed Busi- 
ness the Jargest in ne! id—merit tells. 
Ferry’s Seed Annual for 1908 
= the whole Seed Story—sent FREE for 
theasking. Don’t sow seeds till you get it. 
O. M. FERRY 2 CO., Dero, Mica. 











FOR 10 Cts. 


Five pkts. of our new 
Early Flowering 
Carnations, 
Scarlet, White, Pink, Ma- 
roon, Yellow. Bloom in 
go days from seed, la: os 

double, fragrant and 
colors.All 5 pkts with pr 
tural directions and big 
catalogue for roc. post- 
a Will make 5 love- 
y beds of flowers for your 
garden, and many pots 
of lovely blossoms for 
your windows in winter. 

Catalogue for 1908 
---Greatest Book of Nov- 
elties---Flower and Vege- 
table Seeds, Bulbs, Plants 
Shrubs, Fruits, r50 pages, 
500 cuts, many plates—- 
will be mailed Free to 
all whoask for it. 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Floral Park, N. Y. 
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“DO NOT STAMMER” 


23d Anniversary Pioneer Stammering School. 
dwin S. Johnston, Philadelphia’s renowned speech 
cialist, has probably effected more remarkable cures 
stammering than any other living practitioner. 
on John Wanamaker writes: *‘Mr. Edwin S. 
Johnston—Dear Sir: I will be very glad to give you 
the testimonial asked for. never saw worse stam- 
merers than some of those you brought to me, and the 
cure that was wrought upon them was very rapid and 
truty wonderful. Yours 4ruly, john Wanamaker.” 
Send four cents in stamps for 80-page booklet to 
ee Institate for the Cure of Stammer- 
» Inc., 1023, 1043 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia. 
Can refer to The Sunday School Times. 
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